Chapter 111

AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

on September 12, 1918, was the first

operation in the World War carried

out by a complete American army under

the separate and independent control of
the American Commander-in-Chief.

The plan to develop an army near St.

Mihiel when sufficient troops were avail-

THE St. Mihiel offensive, which began

of the American Headquarters in France.
This plan was constantly kept in mind
by the American High Command and
beginning in January 1918 the battle
front near St. Mihiel was used to give
front-line experience to American divi-
sions and to aequaint them with the
region in which they would later attack.

Location of American Divisions on Western Front
August 10,1918
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able, and to reduce the salient there as a
preliminary to a more decisive operation
in the same vicinity, was proposed by
General Pershing and was agreed to by
General Pétain at the first conference
between them shortly after the arrival

The succession of German drives in the
spring of 1918 made it necessary to post-
pone the original plan, as all available
troops were urgently needed at other places
on the front. Consequently, although
there were more than 1,200,000 American
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Wartime View From Top of Montsec
Arrows indicate successive barriers of wire

soldiers in France in July, the American
combat units were widely distributed
along the entire front, either serving in
line with the French and British Armies
or undergoing training in rear areas.

When the reduction of the Aisne-
Marne salient was assured General Persh-
ing pointed out to the Allied Commander-
in-Chief that the improved situation made
possible the concentration of American
units, and insisted that the formation of
an American army be resumed. Although
the French but more especially the British
urged that American units be left with
their forces, an understanding was reached
that most of these units should soon be
assembled into an independent army in
the neighborhood of St. Mihiel.

The American First Army Head-
quarters began to function on August
10 and on that day started vigorous
preparations for the reduction of the
St. Mihiel salient. The assembling of
units commenced soon thereafter and on
August 30 the First Army took com-
mand of the battle front from Port-sur-
Seille, 5 miles east of the Moselle, to
Watronville, 7 miles southeast of Verdun.

The St. Mihiel salient was shaped
roughly like a triangle with its points
near Pont-a-Mousson, St. Mihiel and
Verdun. It was 25 miles wide at its
base, extended 16 miles into the Allied
lines and had remained almost un-

changed in shape for four years. Its
western face ran diagonally across the
wooded heights east cf the Meuse River,
and its southern face extended from St.
Mihiel to the Moselle River, traversing
the Heights of the Meuse, the Heights of
the Moselle and the intervening Woévre
Plain. This plain is cut by small streams
and dotted with woods of varying size.
It is comparatively low ground contain-
ing many large ponds and swampy areas,
thus making cross-country travel diffi-
cult especially in wet weather.

Within the German lines at the south
face of the salient were the high isolated
hills of Loupmont and Montsec. These
were not only strong natural defensive
positions but in addition afforded the
enemy excellent observation of much of
the ground behind the Allied lines.

Two strong German positions had been
prepared in front of the one across the
base of the salient, and all had been
strengthened by elaborate systems of
trenches, barbed-wire entanglements, con-
crete shelters and machine-gun emplace-
ments. The salient was therefore a
veritable field fortress against which the
French in the preceding years had made
a number of unsuccessful attacks.

The value of the salient to Germany
lay in the fact that it protected the
strategic centers of Metz and the Briey
iron basin; interrupted traffic on the main
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AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

Paris—Nancy railroad; cut the Verdun-—
Toul railroad; and threatened the Allied
territory in its vicinity, especially west of
the Meuse. Its reducticn was impera-
tive before any great Allied offensive
could be launched against the Briey and
Metz region or northward, between the
Meuse River and Argonne Forest, toward
the general area around Sedan.

The preparations for the attack against
the salient were well along when, on
August 30, the Allied Ccmmander-in-
Chief suggested to General Pershing that
the offensive be reduced greatly in scope,
that most cf the American divisions be
used for an attack about September 15
between Verdun and Reims and that in
the new attack some of the American
divisions be assigned to operate under
certain of the higher French commands.
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General Pershing felt that the St.
Mihiel offensive should be carried out as
planned and definitely stated that the
American divisions would fight in the
future only as part of an independent
American army. After a series of confer-
ences with Marshal Foch it was finally
agreed, on September 2, that the St.
Mihiel attack would be carried out, but
that its objectives would be strictly
limited so that the American Army could
undertake another major offensive about
ten days later on the front between the
Meuse River and the Argonne Forest.

This agreement put a great burden
upon the American First Army as under
it the Army was called upon to carry to
a conclusion the important offensive at
St. Mihiel which was scheduled to start
on September 12, to concentrate an enor-

German Defensive Organization in the

St. Mihiel Region
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AMERICAN

mous force on the Meuse-Argonne front,
and to initiate a still greater operation
there, all within the brief space of two
weeks. In other words, at the time the
agreement with the Allied Commander
in-Chief was made the American Army
undertook the mission of launching with-
in the next 23 days two great offensives
on battlefields 40 miles apart. Never
before on the Western Front had a single
army attempted such a colossal task,

OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION
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I Corps, extending from Port-sur-Seille
westward, had the 82d, 90th, 5th and 2d
Divisions in line from right to left, and
the 78th in reserve. The IV Corps con-
tinued the line to the west as far as
Marvoisin, with the 89th, 42d and 1st
Divisions in line, and the 3d in reserve.
The American V Corps, composed of
the 26th Division, the French 15th
Colonial Division and part of the 4th
Division, in line from right to left, and

Plan of Attack of First Army, September 12, 1918
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and its successful accomplishment re-
flects great credit on all those concerned.

The final plans for the St. Mihiel opera-
tion provided for a main drive against the
southern face of the salient, a secondary
blow against the western face, and holding
attacks and raids against the tip. The
American I and IV Corps were desig-
nated to deliver the main attack. The

the remainder of the 4th in reserve, was to
make the secondary attack on and from
that part of the Heights of the Meuse
to the south of Haudiomont.

The French II Colonial Corps, com-
posed of three French divisions, each
occupying large sectors of the front line
around the tip of the salient, was to sup-
port the left of the main attack and the



Road Near Sanzey Just Before the
St. Mihiel Offensive
Note its muddy, torn-up condition typical of
most roads in the region at that time

right of the secondary attack and to hold
the enemy at the apex of the salient while
the other attacks were being made.

Of the three American corps and the
nine American divisions which took part
in the attack two of the corps and four of
the divisions had never before been en-
gaged at the front in offensive combat.

The First Army had the 85th, 80th and
91st Divisions in reserve for use in case cf
necessity. The Army’s needs for addi-
tional aviation, artillery and tanks, to
round out the normal proportions of
these arms in the higher units, were
largely met by the French and British.

More than 550,000 Americans and
about 110,000 French were involved in the
offensive. The air force concentrated for
it, 1,481 airplanes, was the largest ever
brought together up to that time and con-
sisted chiefly of French and British planes.
The Army had about 400 French tanks
available of which 350 were light ones and
144 were manned by Americans. About
3,000 pieces of artillery were used and
approximately 3,300,000 rounds of artil-
lery ammunition were brought into the
area in preparation for the offensive.

The secret movement of such a large
number of troops to the battle front and
the many details involved in planning the
operation and in providing the necessary
special troops put a tremendous strain
upon the Army Staff which it successfully
met. Finally, after weeks of effort, on
the night of September 11-12 all prepara-
tions had been completed, and the First
Army was in position ready for battle.

Opposing it, holding the salient, was an
enemy force known as Army Detachment
“C”. It was composed of 8 divisions and
2 brigades in line and 5 divisions which
were held in the rear areas in reserve.

The Germans suspected that an attack
was being prepared but believed that it
would not take place until late in Sep-
tember. In anticipation of this attack,
and to shorten their front line because
their reserves on the Western Front were
being depleted, the German High Com-
mand issued orders on September 11 for
a gradual withdrawal from the salient
and the destruction of all things of mili-
tary value which could not be moved.
The execution of this order, however, had

Wrecked Bridge at Flirey
Note double line of traffic, continuous for three days after the attack of September 12, 1918
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not begun when the American attack
burst upon the defenders of the salient.

The bombardment of the hostile posi-
tions began at 1:00 a. m. on September 12
and was so intense and overpowering that
the German guns could not make effective
reply. At 5:00 a. m. the infantry of the
main attack jumped off. Despite the
lack of tanks, only a few of which came
up in time to assist the troops through the
wire entanglements, the entire advance
proceeded according to schedule.

The plan provided that the greatest
initial penetration should be made by the
IV Corps and the left of the I Corps, the
objectives for September 12 requiring a 5~
mile advance. In its execution the 1st
Division, on the left flank of the main at-
tack, captured Nonsard and entered the
woods to the north; the 42d Division
pushed on beyond the towns of Essey and
Pannes; while the 89th seized Bouillon-
ville. In the I Corps, the 2d Division
captured Thiaucourt, and the 5th drove
through Viéville-en-Haye, with its eastern
flank bent back to connect with the 90th
Division, which was at the pivot of the
main attack on the first day.

On the western face of the salient the
artillery preparation was continued until
8:00 a. m., when the infantry of the V
Corps launched its assault. By nightfall
the corps had advanced about 2 miles.

While the attacks on the two faces were
progressing reports indicated that the
Germans were retiring from that part of
the salient in front of the French troops,
although raids into the opposing lines
made by the French near the town of
St. Mihiel met with considerable opposi-
tion principally from machine gun units.

)

German 21-Centimeter Mortar Battery Firing on Western Front, October 1918. © G

With the idea of cutting off the retreat
of as many Germans as possible, General
Pershing, early on the evening of the 12th,
directed that troops of the IV and V
Corps be rushed with all speed to the
vicinity of Vigneulles. Part of the 26th
Division marched along a narrow forest
road directly to the heart of the salient,
and soon after 2:00 a. m. Vigneulles was
in its possession. About dawn on the
13th it met patrols of the 1st Division
just northeast of that town. This marked
the closing of the salient and the German
soldiers who had not retired beyond that
vicinity were cut off and captured.

Practically all objectives had been
gained by the evening of September 13,

American 75-Millimeter Gun Firing Toward

Montsec From a Position Near Beaumont,
September 12, 1918
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Supplies Moving Forward and Prisoners Marching to the Rear at St. Baussant,

September 12, 1918

and the organization of the new position,
roughly along the line joining Vandiéres
and Haudiomont, was begun. Deep raids
and local attacks were pushed, especially
on the eastern part of the front of attack,
until September 16, by which time the
whole of the Bois des Rappes and much
adjoining territory had been captured.
Although the new front was 21 miles
shorter than the former battle line, by
September 17 the enemy forces had been
increased to 10 divisions and 2 brigades
in line, and 10 other divisions in reserve,
an actual increase of seven divisions dur-
ing the period of the offensive. The First
Army had placed the 78th Division in
line during the same period and had
withdrawn from the line the American 1st,
2d, 4th, 5th and French 26th Divisions.
The complete success of the American
Army in its first offensive greatly stimu-
lated the morale of the Allies and de-
pressed that of the Germans. The Amer-
ican casualties were less than 9,000, yet

German Prisoners at Beaumont,
September 12, 1918

more than 15,000 prisoners and about 450
cannon had been captured, and over 200
square miles of territory, with its remain-
ing French population, had been restored
to France. The railroads in the vicinity
of St. Mihiel had been freed for Allied use,
the threat of the salient against the sur-
rounding country had been removed and
one of the most important obstacles to an
advance toward the vital Briey—Metz
region or Sedan had been overcome.
American staffs had shown their ability
to maneuver and control large masses,
and the whole Army had developed added
self-confidence and a sense of power which
was to be of great value in helping it to
surmount the difficult tasks ahead.

The battle was the first large Allied
offensive of the year against a carefully
prepared trench system, the previous
Allied attacks of 1918 having been made
against salients created by the Germans
in their spring and summer offensives
and which were only partially organized
for defense. The clean-cut victory of the
American Army at St. Mihiel indicated
that no longer could any German posi-
tions on the Western Front be considered
strong enough to be impregnable.

The ability displayed by the Americans
in penetrating formidable wire entangle-
ments so favorably impressed the French
High Command that selected groups of
officers and enlisted men were sent from
neighboring French armies to view the
strength of the obstacles through which
the American soldiers had made their way.
The French official comments at the time
characterized the conduct of the American
divisions in this battle as “magnificient”.
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Gas Alarm for an American Unit on Western Face of the St. Mihiel Salient,

The transfer of American units to the
Meuse-Argonne region, their next great
battlefield, was begun even before the

completion of the St.
Mihiel offensive, and
by the 20th of Sep-
tember only the 26th,
42d, 78th, 89th, 90th
and four French di-
visions were left to
serve on this front.
These divisions,
and those which en-
tered the line from
time to time as reliev-
ing units, continued
to strengthen the
positions and to con-
duct local attacks to
secure points of
vantage. Artillery
bombardments by
both sides were of
frequent occurrence.
On October 12
Major General
Robert L. Bullard,
the Commanding
General of the newly
organized American
Second Army, took
command of the front
between Fresnes-en-
Woévre and Port-sur-
Seille, then held by
the Tth, 37th, 79th,

92d and two French divisions.
American Division was in Army reserve.

At that time the First Army offensive
in the Meuse-Argonne region had been in

April 30, 1918

Lieutenant General Robert L. Bullard
Commanding General of the
Second Army from October 12, 1918,
to April 15, 1919

The 28th
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progress for more than two weeks, and
the situation there demanded that every
American division be used to the limit of

its endurance. The
Second Army, there-
fore, had for the
time being the role
of holding its front
principally with tired
divisions while they
rested and prepared
for another tour of
duty in the Meuse-
Argonne fighting.
Active patrolling and
raiding were contin-
ued, however, and
the artillery carefully
registered on targets
in anticipation of a
possible major offen-
sive to be under-
taken later.

Early in November
it became evident
that the Allied and
American attacks,
covering almost the
entire front from
the Meuse to the
North Sea, were
producing great dis-
organization within
the German armies,
and on November
5 the American

Commander-in-Chief ordered the Second
Army to begin advancing its lines in
preparation for an offensive in the direc-
tion of Briey. The Army planned to
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Plan of Proposed American-French Attack, Nov. 14, 1918
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launch these attacks on November 11
but on the evening of November 9 a
message was transmitted from the Allied
Commander-in-Chief which directed that
vigorous pressure be applied immediately
along the whole front.

The 7th, 28th, 33d and 92d Divisions,
then on the Second Army front, began at
once the attacks already planned. The
scarcity of troops prohibited strong con-
centrations but in spite of this and of
stubborn resistance encountered, the
Army made a considerable advance, re-
covering a total of approximately 25
square miles of French territory.

In the meantime the Allied Com-
mander-in-Chief had decided upon an
offensive east of the Moselle River, and
requested that six American divisions be
designated to take part in it. General
Pershing had long favored an attack in
that direction and had planned to launch
one there following the St. Mihiel offen-
sive. He therefore selected the 3d, 4th,
28th, 29th, 85th and 86th Divisions for

the task, with the stipulation that these
units should operate under the command
of the American Second Army.

The plans prepared by the Second
Army for its part in this offensive pro-
vided for a powerful drive in a northeast-
erly direction from the vicinity of Port-
sur-Seille, east of the Moselle River. On
its right flank a French army group was
to attack at the same time and the
American First Army from its location
in the general vicinity of the Meuse
River was to drive eastward in the
direction of Longwy, as shown on the
sketch at the top of this page.

The date for the commencement of this
combined offensive, which without doubt
would have produced far-reaching results,
was fixed by the French High Command
as November 14. The American divisions
directed to take part on that section of
the front east of the Moselle River were
already in movement toward their new
positions when the Armistice became
effective on the morning of November 11.



A TOUR OF THE AMERICAN

BATTLEFIELDS

IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

HIS tour begins and ends at Verdun.

It is 96.1 miles (154.6 kilometers)
long and can be completed in eight hours
if care is taken not to spend too much
time at the interesting places. It is sug-
gested that lunch be carried.

The data given on pages 520-521 will
be helpful to those following this tour.

The narrative at the beginning of the
chapter should be kept in mind and the
map facing page 164 consulted so that the
operations which took place in this region
will be more clearly understood.

The speedometer distances given on the
following pages are mainly for general ref-
erence purposes and, except for a few
places at the beginning and near the end
of the tour which are specifically noted in
the road instructions, these distances
are not essential in following this tour.

When {following this itinerary, unless
contrary road instructions are given, the
tourist should continue straight ahead.

EN ROUTE VERDUN TO COTE DE SENOUX

Speedometer distance is measured from
the Victory monument in Verdun.

(0 m 0 km) At large World War monu-
ment near center of city (Monument a la
Victoire et aux Soldats de Verdun), with
the flight of steps up to the monument
on the right-hand side of automobile, set
speedometer at zero. Proceed straight
ahead, at the second street turn left and
cross the Meuse River.

Beyond town, follow the road signs
toward the city of Metz.

(6.1 m 9.8 km) At road fork 6.1 miles
(9.8 kilometers) from starting point, bear

500 M.

VERDUN

A. Cathédrale

B. Hétel de Ville

C. Egl. St. Sauveur
D. Palais de Justice
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Céte de Senoux, January 1919



to the right toward the village of Hatton-
chétel. Note the speedometer reading.

The tour now goes on a narrow road
along the wooded Heights of the Meuse
River directly to Hattonchétel.

This road is called the Grande Tranchée
de Calonne. It is said to have been built
by direction of M. de Calonne, Minister
of Finance under Louis XVI, as a means
of access to his chateau at Hattonchatel.

During the war it was of great im-
portance as an avenue of supply and
communication. Near it, concealed in
the trees, were hundreds of shacks, under-
ground shelters, artillery emplacements,
temporary roads, narrow-gauge railway
tracks and supply depots of all kinds.

In the periods of intensive fighting on
the front ahead this road was the scene
of great activity as motor trucks and
other vehicles moved thousands of tons
of ammunition, supplies and equipment
to the front lines, and innumerable men
used it in going to and returning from
battle. This activity was carried on
mainly at night and consequently during
the hours of darkness the road was
packed with continuous streams of traffic
moving in both directions.

On August 30, 1918, the American First
Army took command of the front which
included the St. Mihiel salient. Its
orders for the offensive on September 12
provided for a main attack by six divi-
sions against the southern face, a sec-
ondary drive by one American and one
French division against the face in front
of here, and a holding attack by a French
corps around the tip of the salient. The
main attack was to be made by the
American I and IV Corps at 5:00 2. m.
and the secondary attack by the American
V Corps at 8:00 a. m.

The V Corps at the time of the offensive
was composed of the 4th and 26th Divi-
sions and a French division.

As an additional help in locating the stop-
ping point indicated in the next paragraph,
it should be noted that a small monument
to Lieutenant Robert Guillie, a French
officer, is located on the crest immediately
preceding, alongside the left of the road.

(117)
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Changing the German Name of a Street
in Vigneulles From ‘‘Hindenburg Strasse'
to “‘Wilson, U. S. A.”

(12.6 m 20.3 km) At top of crest, 6.5
miles (10.5 kilometers) from road fork
where speedometer reading was noted,
STOP.

This is the Cote de Senoux.

Face down the road, which at this point
runs approximately south.

The American 2d Division received its
first training in the battle line near here
during March, April and May of 1918.

The French front-line trenches which
ran through this point at right angles to
the road had been located here for nearly
four years when on September 8 the 26th
Division took command of this part of the
front. The German trenches were then
about 100 yards ahead, the intervening
ground being no man’s land.

Only a faint idea can now be obtained
of the scene of appalling destruction
which existed here at that time. The
land was a grayish-white waste with but
little vegetation. Thick masses of barbed
wire and other debris covered the ground
and shattered and splintered trees dotted

Maneuvering a Balloon Near Haudainville
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Hattonchatel Xammes

Béney

the landscape. Trenches furrowed the
area in all directions and interlocking shell
holes were everywhere.

Taking part in the great offensive of
the First Army against the St. Mihiel
salient, the 26th Division from its sector
astride this road attacked at 8:00 a. m.on
September 12, after a seven-hour artillery
bombardment. In spite of considerable
resistance and the difficult nature of the
terrain, it had advanced by nightfall more
than 2 miles along this road.

The main attack from the other side of
the salient started at 5:00 a. m. and pro-
gressed so rapidly in this general direction
that by afternoon the success of the entire
offensive was assured. In order to reap
the full benefits of the victory and to pre-
vent the escape of German units still
remaining in the salient, General Pershing
early in the evening directed that the 26th
Division rush troops to the vicinity of

Panorama From Stop

Hattonchatel, about 8 miles from this
point, to meet the advanced elements of
the American troops in the main attack.

In compliance with this order a brigade
of the division, reinforced by artillery and
machine gun units, formed a column on
this road some distance ahead, and shortly
after dark boldly marched forward to ac-
complish its mission. Although the Ger-
mans were considerably disorganized by
the American successes of that day,
nevertheless the night march was dan-
gerous and difficult. After having cap-
tured a considerable number of prisoners
the brigade reached Hattonchétel about
2:00 a. m. and by daybreak had estab-
lished contact below that village with
the troops of the main attack.

After leaving this point the tour now
enters the area captured by the Ameri-
can First Army in its September 12 offen-
sive and goes to the heart of the salient.

German Cavalry Regiment Deployed for Counterattack, September 1918. © G




AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE $T. MIHIEL REGION

119

St. Baussant Vigneulles

Montsec
Memorial

Heudicourt

Montsec

Near Hattonchatel

EN ROUTE COTE DE SENOUX
TO HATTONCHATEL

Note the speedometer reading.

(15.0 m 24.1 km) 2.4 miles (3.8 kilo-
meters) farther on, near the kilometer
post seen to the left of the road, is the
place from which the night march of the
26th Division began. During the ad-
vance small detachments were placed to
guard each road and trail leading off to
the right with the object of trapping the
Germans who had not already retreated
to the left across this road.

(20.6 m 33.1 km) About 80 yards this
side of next village, Hattonchitel, STOP.

Face the town of Hattonchitel, which
direction is approximately east.

This point is near the center of the St.
Mihiel salient. When the troops of the
26th Division reached here during the
night of September 12-18 they saw the
Woévre Plain below ablaze with burning

buildings and supply dumps which the
retreating Germans were destroying.
The leading elements promptly moved
down from these heights and occupied
Vigneulles, the village seen to the right
not far from the foot of this hill.

The isolated hill seen to the right in the
distance, 7 miles away, is Montsec. The
memorial on its summit was built by the
United States Government fo commemo-
rate the St. Mihiel and other American
operations in this part of France.

The main attack on September 12 was
launched in this general direction by the
American I and IV Corps from a line to
the left of and beyond Montsec. The
blow fell with crushing effect on the sur-
prised defenders and the victorious
troops on the first day swept forward
approximately 5 miles. The Germans,
realizing that they could not hold the
salient in the face of this tremendous

American Narrow-Gauge Train Bringing Up Rations Near Ménil-la-Tour




Vigneulles Soon After Its Capture

advance, began quickly to withdraw and
to destroy all supplies and other articles
that could not be taken with them.

By dark on September 12 the 1st
Division, the nearest flank unit of the
main attack, was in the center of the
large wood seen to the right front.
Contact between these troops and the
26th Division was established about
dawn on September 13, at the foot of
these slopes, thus closing the salient.

On September 13 the rapid advance of
the main attack continued and all divi-
sions moved up to a line approximately
straight ahead from this point. By
nightfall practically all objectives of the
offensive had been gained.

On that day the 26th Division moved
into Viéville-sous-les-Cotes and Billy-
sous-les-Cotes, the two villages to the left
close in at the foot of this hill. It was at
and near those towns that a composite
squadron of the American 2d Cavalry
reconnoitered on September 13. This is
of interest as it is one of the few times.
that American cavalry was used as com-
bat units during the war and gives a good
indication of the extent of the break-
through during the St. Mihiel attack.

The village to the left front, some dis-

tance away, is Woél. On September 14
the troops of the First Army captured it
and that night the front line of the Army
was established just beyond Woél, run-
ning generally at right angles to the
observer’s line of vision when facing in
the direction of that place.

One brigade of the American 4th Divi-
sion was in line along the edge of the
heights about 8 miles to the left of here,
at the pivot of the attack on this face of
the salient. On September 12 and 13 its
activities were confined to reconnoitering
but on September 14 it moved forward
capturing considerable ground.

For several days after September 14
fighting took place at a number of points
along the First Army front as the divi-
sions repulsed counterattacks and made
local attacks to determine definitely the
new enemy line of resistance and to
establish their own lines in the most
advantageous positions. The area in
which this fighting occurred is passed
through toward the end of this tour.

At the far side of Hattonchdtel is a
picturesque chdleaw to which visitors are
admitted. It was restored soon after ihe
war and from its grounds an excellent view
of the surrounding country is oblained.
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EN ROUTE HATTONCHATEL TO MONTSEC

(20.7 m 33.3 km) Immediately after
entering Hattonchitel, turn sharply to
the right and descend the hill.

(21.9 m 35.2 km) In the center of Vi-
gneulles where road ends abruptly,
turn to the right; then to the left.

In Vigneulles the 26th Division cap-
tured a considerable number of prisoners,
including a regimental band, and a great
quantity of military supplies.

(22.3 m 35.8 km) Beyond town, at first
road junction, to the right of the road
was located one of the many big supply
depots which the Germans had construct-
ed along the Western Front during the
war. These depots consisted of a large
number of storehouses so arranged in a
network of railroad lines and roads that
supplies delivered to them from Germany
by standard-gauge railway could be re-
shipped with a minimum of labor to
units in the front lines by narrow-gauge
railroads, motor trucks and wagons.

(22.4 m 36.0 km) Teo the right up the
small valley is seen the town of Creué,
which was entered early on September 13
by patrols sent out by the 26th Division.

Continue through Heudicourt, which
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was captured by a patrol of the 26th Divi-
sion early on the morning of September 13.

Straight through the villages of
Buxiéres and Buxerulles which were occu-
pied by a French division on September
13. In the wooded ravines to the right of
these towns were located many German
war establishments. These included a
large hospital camp, a dressing station and
extensive supply dumps for food, engineer
materials and ammunition.

(28.8 m 46.3 km) In next village, Woin-
ville, turn sharp left toward Montsec.

This village was the location of the
headquarters of the American IV Corps
after the St. Mihiel offensive, from No-
vember 8 to the Armistice.

(29.2 m 46.9 km) Beyond town, to the
right is seen Loupmont Ridge. It is a
long narrow ridge which lay in rear of the
German front line and was an important
part of their defensive system. Numer-
ous deep underground shelters had been
dug into this side of it.

(319 m 51.2 km) At far side of the
next village, Montsec, turn right toward
the village of Loupmont.

(82.1 m 51.7 km) At the next road junc-
tion, bear to the right up Montsec hill.

(83.1 m 53.2 km) At flagpole, STOP.

Anti-Aircraft Gun in Action
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This imposing monument is one of the
three principal memorials erected by the
United States Government in France.
Its site upon this high isolated hill, domi-
nating the surrounding country in nearly
all directions, cannot be surpassed.

The hill of Montsec is well known to the
soldiers of the American Expeditionary
Forces as a large number of American
divisions had their first service in the
battle line near this place.

The following description of the com-
bat operations should be read by the ob-
server when standing upon the upper
terrace of the monument in the space
between the first columns to the south
(right as flagpole is faced) of the steps.

This hill was close to the south face
of the St. Mihiel salient. Because of its
natural strength and height it was an
exceptionally important point in the Ger-
man defensive system. On this side it
was protected by numerous trenches, ma-
chine-gun emplacements and barbed-wire
entanglements. On the other side tun-
nels led to large underground shelters in
the hill and to observation posts along
this crest from which the German artil-
lery fire was directed and controlled.

Except for the weakness inherent to all
salients, which is the danger of attack
from both sides at once, the St. Mihiel
salient was exceptionally strong. Proof
of this is that it projected into the Allied
lines for four years. In 1914 the Ger-
mans had established themselves near
here on strong natural positions and had
spent the following years in constructing
elaborate trenches, vast masses of barbed-
wire entanglements, concrete machine-
gun emplacements and other field works
in an endeavor to make these positions
impregnable. It was feared by many
that attacking the salient would prove
to be a difficult and costly undertaking.

The plan of the offensive consisted of
a main attack by the I and IV Corpson a
14-mile front on this face of the salient,
a secondary attack a few hours later by the
V Corps, whose zone of action we have
already visited, and a diversion and ex-
ploitation by the French II Colonial

(123)

German Dugout Entrance on Montsec
The hill was honeycombed with dugouts
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Nonsard Thiaucourt
Church

Pannes

Vieville-en-Haye

St.Baussant  Flirey Church Marvoisin
Lahayville | Richecourt
Seicheprey

Panorama Looking East From Montsec

Corps which held the tip of the salient.
The places mentioned below should be

identified by means of the direction

arrows located between the columns.

Spread out before the observer like a
huge relief map is part of the ground over
which the main assault of the First Army
swept on September 12, 1918.

The jump-off line extended from Mar-
voisin, the small village seen to the right
front just beyond the nearest wood;
passed between Richecourt and Seiche-
prey; ran this side of Flirey, whose church
steeple is seen to the left of Seicheprey;
and continued on to the Moselle River,
which is about 15 miles away.

The divisions in the initial assault were,
in order from the ohserver’s right to left,
the 1st, 424, 89th, 2d, 5th and part of the
90th. The rest of the 90th Division and
that part of the 82d Division beyond
it on this side of the Moselle did not at-
tack until the second day of the offensive.

German Communication Trench Between
Montsec and Richecourt

The battle started at 1:00 a. m., dotting
the countryside in front of here with flame
as about 3,000 pieces of artillery of all
calibers commenced a violent bombard-
ment. In the next few hours thousands
of shells crashed into the hostile battery
emplacements, observation posts, com-
munication centers, trenches and other
vital points, while a smoke screen was
placed around this hill to prevent the
German observers on it from seeing and
reporting details of the advance.

The infantry assault in front of here
began at 5:00 a.m.,in a drizzling rain and
mist. The strength and suddenness of
the attack completely disrupted the
German defense and the divisions ad-
vanced steadily. Within a few hours suffi-
cient ground had been gained to assure
the success of the entire operation.

Richecourt and Lahayville, the town
seen to the left of Richecourt, promptly
fell to the 1st Division while St. Baussant,
the large village seen to the front, was
captured by the 42d Division.

Before noon the 1st Division had cap-
tured Nonsard, the nearest village to the
left front, and by night was advancing in
the large wood seen to the left of and be-
yond that village. The 42d Division
seized Pannes, seen to the right of Non-
sard, and advanced several miles beyond
it while the 89th Division reached a line
near Thiaucourt, which town can be seen
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Buxigres Heudicourt

Hattonchate!

Nonsard

Panorama Looking North From Montsec

to the left front on a clear day. The 2d
Division captured Thiaucourt and the 5th
captured Viéville-en-Haye, the village
seen some distance to the right of Thiau-
court just below the sky line in an open
space between two large woods.

Go to space between first columns on
opposite side of the steps.

The village seen to the front on the
nose of the hill is Hattonchitel. About
dawn on September 13 patrols of the 1st
Division met the advanced elements of
the 26th Division below that place, thus
actually closing the salient.

During September 13 the advance was
continued with the right of the 90th and
the 82d Division on this side of the Moselle
River joining in the attack. By late
evening of the 13th practically every ob-
jective of the offensive had been secured,

On that day this hill and the villages
seen to the left along the base of the
heights were evacuated by the Germans.

The main attack terminated on the
13th although during the next three days
local operations continued and numerous
small advances were made at various
places as the American units attempted
to improve their positions.

The offensive here was launched at a
most propitious moment. The German
High Command had decided to abandon
the St. Mihiel salient so as to shorten the
line held by its forces, and orders had been
issued on September 11 for a gradual and
orderly withdrawal. The plans for this

withdrawal and the laying waste of the
country in the salient were completely
frustrated, however, by the suddenness
and strength of the American attack.

As a result of this offensive a large
number of prisoners and great quantities
of matériel and supplies were captured,
and several important roads and railroads
south of Verdun were released for Allied
use. The successful conclusion of the
operation had a marked adverse psycho-
logical effect upon the enemy and greatly
improved the morale of the Allies.

Before leaving this spot the tourist
should step to the right and from the
space between the next columns note the
St. Mihiel American Cemetery near
Thiaucourt, identified by its white stone
chapel and field of white headstones,
which can be seen in the distance on a
clear day on a line just to the right of the
round plaza at the flagpole. At that
cemetery are buried more than 4,000
American soldiers among which are many
of those who so gallantly gave their livesin
the battle which has just been described.

German Trench Southwest of Montsec
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Within the circle of columns, resting
upon a stone platform decorated with
carvings of military equipment carried
by American soldiers, is a large bronze
relief map of the St. Mihiel salient. Upon
it are shown the front lines before and
after the American offensives in this
region. By lining up the monument on
the map with any feature on the map,
that feature on the ground, if visible,
will be seen in the distance on the same
line and thus can be identified.

To aid the visitor in understanding the
military operations illustrated by the
bronze map, and to permit identification
by name of the villages shown on it, three
round porecelain maps of Sévres manufac-
ture have been placed in the border.

The names of the American and French
units whose brilliant services are com-
memorated here have been recorded on
the inside attic wall. The inscription
which appears below them is from the
final report of the Commander-in-Chief
of the American Expeditionary Forces.

AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE S8T. MIHIEL REGION

Other interesting features of the upper
terrace are the insignia of the principal
arms and branches of the American forces
which have been carved on the shields
below the eagles of the pilaster capitals;
the compass included in the inlaid design
of the floor; and the inscription on the
stone base of the relief map which gives
a brief record of the accomplishments of
the American Army near here.

The dedicatory inscriptions, in French
on one side and in English on the other,
are on the large inclined stones at the
sides of the steps descending from the
upper terrace. Included in these inscrip-
tions is a tribute to the friendship and
cooperation of the French and American
Armies during the World War.

The names on the outside frieze above
the columns are those of villages in this
general region which were captured by
American troops. These places when
considered as a whole give a good idea
of the large area covered by the American
combat activities in Alsace and Lorraine.

Close-Up View of St. Mihiel American Memorial




Distant View of American Memorial on Montsec

The coats of arms carved on the stone
pillars near the flagpole are those of
France and the United States, whose divi-
sions fought side by side in this region;
and of Alsace and Lorraine, the two
French provinces in which occurred the
fighting commemorated by this memorial.

EN ROUTE MONTSEC TO EAST
OF SEICHEPREY

Descend hill to the village of Montsec.

(34.3 m 55.2 km) In town, turn sharp
right on the descending road.

(34.8 m 56.0 km) Beyond town, by
looking to the rear, can be seen the view
of Montsec most familiar to the American
soldiers who served in this region.

(36.0 m 57.9 km) Just before reaching
the next sharp RIGHT bend in road, the
zone of action of the 1st Division during
the main attack is entered.

(36.56 m 58.7 km) The next village,
Richecourt, was just within the enemy
front line. The Germans had elaborately
organized it as a strong point and the
immediate surroundings were a maze of
trenches and wire entanglements. The
town itself was completely obliterated by
Allied shellfire during the war.

At the far edge of the town the Rupt de
Mad is crossed. This small stream, which
ran obliquely across a considerable part of
the zone of attack, was a serious obstacle
to the tanks and transportation of the
First Army until its destroyed bridges
were replaced by the engineers.

(86.7 m 59.0 km) Beyond town, at first
crossroad, continue straight ahead.

(36.8 m 59.2 km) At top of next crest,
where a good view to the left front is
obtained, STOP without leaving the car.

The German {ront-line trench ran at
right angles to this road and passed
through this point. Near the bottom of
the shallow valley ahead was located the
American front line, the intervening
ground being that of no man’s land.

Sectors in this vicinity were held for
considerable periods of time by the 1st,
26th, 82d and 89th Divisions before the
concentration for the St. Mihiel attack.

The village seen to the front is Seiche-
prey and the wood in the valley to the
left of it is the Bois de Remiéres.

Early on the morning of April 20 Seiche-
prey was the scene of a German raid
against the 26th Division, which was
then holding this part of the front. The
Germans placed a heavy “box barrage”
around Seicheprey and the Bois de
Remiéres to prevent supporting troops
from entering that area. Then, screened
by a dense fog, about 1,200 picked
German assault troops, starting from near
here, quickly overran the American front
lines and entered Seicheprey. They de-
stroyed the dugouts, battalion first-aid
station and kitchen, and eaptured a con-
siderable number of prisoners. Soon
thereafter the Germans withdrew from
the town and remained most of the day in
the American front-line trenches. They
retired to their own lines shortly be-
fore an American counterattack could be
launched to drive them out.

Continue.

(37.4 m 60.2 km) The railroad which is
next crossed is a strategic railroad which
has been constructed since the war.

The ridge seen on the sky line ahead
was the location of the Allied main line
of resistance. That position had been

(127)



128

AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

Seicheprey Montsec Memorial

Richecourt

Montsec

Quart de Réserve

elaborately prepared for defense by the
French Army during the preceding years.

(38.1 m 61.3 km) At near edge of next
village, Seicheprey, the sector which was
held by the 42d Division is entered.

In Seicheprey, alongside the church, is a
small memorial fountain presenied to the
village by men and women of the State of
Connecticut. To visit it, turn to the left in
the town. Time of side trip—8 minules.

Fountain at Seicheprey
Erected by Inhabitants of Connecticut

Panorama Looking North

(38.3 m 61.5 km) In town turn right,
at first road turn to the left toward Flirey.

(89.2 m 63.0 km) About 50 yards from
the next large wood, STOP.

To the left rear the nearest wood which
is seen is called the Bois de Remiéres.

Face its center, which direction is
approximately north.

Montsec is visible to the left front.

From observation posts located near
here a large part of the ground within the
German lines could be seen. In these
posts, which were carefully concealed,
observers continuously watched the
enemy positions during daylight hours
and reported at once all signs of unusual
activity. This work was supplemented
by the use of captive balloons stationed
several miles in rear of the forward
trenches at intervals along the entire
front. The occupants of these balloons
also studied the hostile positions through
powerful glasses and telephoned immedi-
ately to the ground forces all information
gained. The balloon observer, his help-
ers on the ground, and the protecting
anti-aircraft artillery had to be constantly
on the alert for German airplanes, as a
successful airplane attack on the inflam-
mable balloon invariably caused it to
burst into flames and be destroyed.

A large amount of important informa-
tion was also obtained by the Air Service
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Nonsard Bois de Remiéres

St. Baussant

Pannes Essey Béney

Bois de la Sonnard

From Stop Near Seicheprey

which periodically sent airplanes over the
enelny lines to reconnoiter and to take
photographs of the hostile battle lines.
These photographs, when compared with
others previously taken, gave valuable
indications of changes in the enemy de-
fensive organization and in his plans.

This point is near the center of the
zone of the IV Corps, which attacked on
September 12 with the 1st, 42d and 89th
Divisions in line from left to right.

The German front line at that time ran
just this side of Richecourt, the second
village between here and Montsec; just
beyond the Bois 'de Remiéres; and along
the near edge of the Bois de la Sonnard,
the large wood which is seen to the right
of the Bois de Remiéres.

The troops here jumped off at 5:00
a. m. in a rain and fog, closely following a
heavy rolling barrage. The 1st Division
promptly captured Richecourt but en-
countered considerable resistance in the
Quart de Réserve, the wood seen just
beyond the left side of the Bois de
Remiéres. Overcoming this before noon,
it captured Nonsard, the village seen
beyond and to the right of the Quart de
Réserve, and was advancing at dark in
the wood seen beyond that place.

The 42d Division, in front of here, met
stubborn resistance from machine gun
units at St. Baussant, the village seen to

the front, and in the Bois de la Sonnard.
It drove forward aggressively, however,
capturing Essey, the first village seen
over the right side of the Bois de Re-
miéres, about noon, and Pannes, whose
church is seen to the left of Essey, about
2:00 p. m. Lamarche, seen in the dis-
tance to the left of Pannes, was beyond
the first day’s objective. It was, how-

Flare Used at Night to Call for an
Artillery Barrage
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ever, entered by a patrol of the 42d
Division in the afternoon and occupied
by the 1st Division that night.

The 89th Division, to the right of here,
advanced rapidly through the large wood,
Bois de Mort-Mare, in front of its jump-
off line and that night established itself
about a mile this side of Béney, the village
seen on a clear day in the distance to the
right of and beyond Essey.

The rapid advance of the IV Corps on
this front made certain the success of the
whole attack of the First Army.

EN ROUTE EAST OF SEICHEPREY TO EAST
OF REGNIEVILLE

(89.7 m 63.8 km) At the next road junc-
tion, turn to the left.

Beyond the road junction, the front
trenches of the Allied main line of resist-
ance ran immediately alongside this road
for the next several miles.

(40.8 m 65.3 km) Before reaching the
next village, Flirey, the sector held by the
soldiers of the 89th Division is entered.

(41.0 m 66.0 km) At entrance to town
are seen the embankments of a large rail-
way bridge which formerly spanned the
road. This bridge was destroyed by the
French Army early in the war.

The 89th Division Headquarters during
the attack was located in dugouts at the
embankment nearest the road.

(41.3 m 66.4 km) In center of town,
on the right is seen a monument erected by
the people of Lorraine to commemorate
the services of the American Army in this
region. On it are listed the American
divisions which fought near here.

(41.4 m 66.6 km) At far edge of town
are seen the ruins of the old village, Flirey
having been rebuilt on a new site.

(41.5 m 66.8 km) To the left of this
road, about 34 mile, was the location of a
successful raid made on August 4 by the
82d Division, which occupied this sector
for about one month before the St. Mihiel
offensive. Two companies of the division
penetrated the German lines to a depth
of more than 600 yards, inflicting a num-
ber of casualties on the enemy forces
and capturing three machine guns
before returning to their own trenches.

@a31)

French Monument at Flirey Listing American
Units Which Fought in the Vicinity

(42.1 m 67.7 km) Beyond town, at top
of first crest, was the scene of a strong
German raid early on August 31 against
the 89th Division, which was then occupy-
ing this sector. The Germans passed
through the American front line between
two regiments, crossed this road and in a
trench along the right side of it moved in
the direction the tourist is traveling, at
the same time calling out in English that
they were from the adjoining American
regiment. This ruse failed to mislead

the American platoon commander, who
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Dugouts in Rear of the 89th Division Jump-Off Line Near Flirey

View of Flirey on September 13, 1918




repulsed the raiding party by a coura-

geous and well executed defense. The
Germans were forced to abandon two of
their dead within the American lines.

(42.6 m 68.5 km) While approaching
the next village, Limey, to the left is seen
a ridge upon which were located jump-off
trenches of the 89th Division.

(43.5 m 70.0 km) Near this side of
the town, the sector of the 2d Division
before the offensive is entered.

(43.8 m 70.5 km) Just before reaching
the far end of Limey, turn sharply to the
left toward Remenauville.

(43.9 m 70.6 km) Beyond town, to the
front is seen Ansoncourt Farm, which was
near the boundary line between the zones
of action of the 2d and 89th Divisions.

That farm, which was a strong point
in the German lines, was captured by the
89th Division on September 12. During
the attack on it Second Lieutenant J.
Hunter Wickersham of the 89th Division
won the Congressional Medal of Honor.
Severely wounded in four places by a high-
explosive shell, and with his right arm
disabled, he declined aid for himself
until he had dressed the wounds of his or-
derly, who had been wounded at the same
time. Leading his men forward again
he continued fighting, using his pistol
with his left hand until exhausted from
loss of blood he finally fell and died.

(44.5 m 71.5 km) On far side of first
valley, a 2d Division boulder marker, one
of a number erected after the Armistice
by that division on its former battlefields,
is passed near the road.

(44.7 m 71.8 km) Near the top of the
next crest were located the front-line
trenches of the 2d Division. They are
still (1937) plainly to be seen.

(45.0 m 72.4 km) The church seen to
the left of the road marks the site of the
former village of Remenauville which
was completely destroyed during the
war. That town was just within the
German front line. On September 12
it was captured by the 2d Division
which met determined resistance in
the Bois du Four, the large wood seen to
the left. After a severe fight the enemy
troops were driven out, and by 1:00 p. m.
the division had advanced about 5 miles.

(45.2 m 72.7 km) Upon reaching the
next road junction, turn to the right.

(45.4 m 78.0 km) At the bottom of the
valley the zone of action of the 5th Divi-
sion during the attack is entered.

(45.7 m 73.56 km) At the top of the next
hill are seen (1937) traces of the trench
system held by the 5th Division before it
jumped off for the main attack.

(45.9 m 73.8 km) The church seen
ahead marks the site of Regniéville, which
was just within the American lines. The
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town was totally demolished during the
four years of fighting in this vicinity.

At the road junction ahead is a 5th
Division marker, one of many erected
by that division shortly after the Armis-
tice; also a French marker indicating the
farthest advance of the German forces
during the last year of the war.

(46.2 m 74.3 km) Upon reaching the
road junction, turn to the right.

The road running to the left at this point
is the most direct route to Thiaucourt.

(46.7 m 75.1 km) Just before reaching
the top of the next crest, when a good
view is obtained to the rear, STOP.

If the growth of trees has obstructed the
view go off the road or back down hill in order
to obtain the best view possible.

Face so that the church just passed,
which marks the site of the former village
of Regniéville, is seen to the left front.
The direction which the tourist is now
facing is approximately north.

This point is close to the center of the
jump-off line of the I Corps.

The church which is seen to the left is-

the one passed a short time ago in the
former village of Remenauville.

The German front line in this vicinity
ran from the observer's left of Anson-
court Farm, seen beyond and to the right
of the church of Remenauville; included
Remenauville; passed on the other side
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of Regniéville; ran along the near slopes
of the ridge seen ahead; and continued
on to the right crossing the Moselle River,
which is about 5 miles away.

On September 12 the 2d, 5th and the
left of the 90th Division attacked at 5:00
a. m. and made rapid and deep penetra-
tions into the hostile positions.

The 2d Division promptly captured
Remenauville and advanced quickly to
the Bois du Four, the wood seen to the
left front, where considerable resistance
from machine-gun nests was encountered.
This was overcome by 7:00 a. m. and
Thiaucourt (not visible), 4 miles away
beyond the right edge of the Bois du
Four, was captured about noon. The
2d Division dug in that night on a position
north of Thiaucourt, which was one of the
main objectives of the offensive.

The 5th Division jumped off from near
Regniéville and made steady progress
through the German trenches and thick
wire entanglements on its front. De-
termined resistance from machine guns in
the wood, Bois de la Rappe, seen fringing
the ridge ahead, was overcome about 6:15
a. m. and from then on the advance was
rapid until that night, when the front line
of the 5th Division was established about
3 miles ahead of this point.

The left of the 90th Division, which
attacked to the right of this point, met

Regniéville in October 1918
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AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

obstinate resistance from machine-gun
nests and snipers in the wood, the treetops
of which can be seen in the distance to the
right front. That resistance was cleared
out during the morning and by 1:80 p. m.
the division had reached its objective.
The position consolidated that night was
2 miles from here, at about right angles to
the observer’s line of vision when looking
in the direction of his right front.

The masses of barbed-wire entangle-
ments on this front were very formidable
but the extensive preparations which had

137

EN ROUTE EAST OF REGNIEVILLE TO NORTH
OF PONT-A-MOUSSON

(47.8 m 76.9 km) The next village, Fey-
en-Haye, has been rebuilt on a new site.
The site of the old town, which was de-
stroyed, is about a mile to the left of this
road, on the 90th Division jump-off line.

(48.9 m 78.6 km) Beyond the town, at
the next crossroad, turn to the lefi.

The opposing front lines between here
and the Meuse River ran about a mile to
the left of this road. They traversed the
Forét du Bois-le-Prétre, a dense wood in

Pont-a-Mousson, October 1918

been made by the American divisions to
pass through them without loss of time
proved to be unexpectedly effective.

The fighting after September 12 of the
divisions which attacked from this part
of the front will be discussed later when
the area of that fighting is visited.

On the preceding page is a section
of a wartime map, scale 1/20,000 (about
8’'=—1 mile), showing Remenauville and
Regniéville. This map, which is of the
type most commonly used by American
front-line units, gives a good idea of the
extent of the trench system existing in
this region before the American attack.

which the Germans had established them-
selves early in the war and from which the
French had made several unsuccessful
attempts to drive them out.

When the 90th Division took over a
sector in this vicinity on August 24 the
opposing positions in some places were
only 20 yards apart, each of them being
composed of wide zones of deep trenches,
bristling with machine guns in concrete
emplacements and strongly protected by
numerous thick bands of barbed wire,

(50.0 m 80.5 km) After leaving the
wood, to the left front across the valley
is seen a French World War cemetery.



Memorial Fountain of the American Field
Service in Pont-d-Mousson

The 1st and 2d Divisions held adjoining
sectors near here for a short time inAugust.

(60.5 m 81.2 km) While approaching
the next town, Montauville, over it is seen
Mousson Hill, upon which is located the
village of Mousson. That place served as
an excellent observation point for the
French and American units on this front.

(62.5 m 84.5 km) After entering the
town, cross over the railroad tracks.

In center of town, at large plaza with
the arcades, to the right is seen a Renais-
sance fountain reconstructed by the
American Field Service as a memorial to
its war dead. That Service was com-
posed of a number of American ambu-
lance sections, organized in the fall of
1914, and truck units, formed in the
spring of 1918. It served with the French
Army both before and after the United
States entered the war, although it was
made part of the American Army in 1917.

(62.7 m 84.8 km) At center of the large
plaza with the arcades, turn to the left
toward Pagny-sur-Moselle.

The tour now goes north down the
Moselle valley and for approximately the
next 4 miles follows in the direction of
advance of the American Army.

(564.5 m 87.5 km) Beyond the town,
after crossing the railroad, at the first
crest where a good view of the hill to the
front is obtained, STOP.

Face down the road, which, at this
point, runs approximately north.

The Moselle River is to the right in the
valley. The high peak, seen to the right
on the other side of it, is Xon Hill

On September 12 the 82d Division was
holding a line, astride the river, which ran
through this point and included Xon Hill.
Its right connected with the French at
Port-sur-Seille, a town about 6 miles

The ruins of an 11th Century

1. Rte. de St. Mihiel
castle and a church tower, upon 2’ Av. Prés. Carnot

which stands a statue of Joan of

Are, are visible on the hill, E!'\}EQ{S:SHugO
After passing through Montau- Pl. Duroc

ville and the adjoining village,
Maidiéres, the tour enters Pont-
a-Mousson which was captured by
the Germans in 1914. It was re-
taken by French troops shortly
thereafter and remained in the
hands of the Allies from then on.
Pont-a-Mousson being near the
front line was often heavily
shelled by the German artillery.

The churches of St. Laurent and
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away to the right rear, and its left joined
the 90th Division, at a point which is
about % mile to the left of here.

No attack was made on this front on
September 12, the mission of the 82d Di-
vigsion being to exert pressure on the
enemy by raiding and patrolling, but not
to make a permanent advance. At this
particular place, in carrying out this
mission, an enemy strong point at the
house seen down the road was raided.

On September 13 the 90th Division was
ordered to advance its right about 1 mile
and the 82d was directed to protect its
flank. The 90th Division attacked at
9:30 a. m., drove the enemy in deter-
mined fighting out of the woods and quar-
ries in its zone of action and by 5:00 p. m.
had reached its objective which it held in
spite of a severe gas and high explosive
bombardment. The 82d Division at-
tacked after dark, advanced across the
valley ahead under heavy hostile fire from
the other side of the Moselle and reached
a line just beyond the crest of Hill 324,
seen ahead. Its position wasthen abreast
of the line of the 90th Division.

On the 16th the 90th again drove for-
ward, early in the morning, and advanced
to a ridge 1% miles farther on. Shortly
after noon the 82d passed through Vandi-
éres, about 2 miles down this road, to a

Light Tank Manned by Americans Crossing 2
Trench During the St. Mihiel Operation

German Front-Line Trench and Barbed Wire
Near Fey-en-Haye, September 1918

position alongside that of the 90th. The
ground held by the 82d Division was ex-
posed to artillery fire from the north and
from across the river so, after many cas-
ualties, it was given up. Vandi-
éres will be passed through and
the position just mentioned will
be seen later in the tour.

One of the outstanding deeds
of daring in the fighting near here
was that of Lieutenant Colonel
Emory J. Pike, 82d Division, on
the far slopes of Hill 324. Going
beyond the call of his own duties
as division machine gun officer he
volunteered to assist in reorganiz-
ing advanced units under a terrific
bombardment. Although seri-
ously wounded while going to the
aid of an injured soldier in the
outpost line he continued in
command and remained in the
position until it was prepared
for defense, encouraging everyone




90th Division Detachment Coming Out of Line Near Vilcey-sur-Trey,
September 15, 1918

with his cheerful spirit, courage and con-
fidence. This gallant soldier died from
his wounds. For his heroic actions in this
fighting he was posthumously awarded
the Congressional Medal of Honor.

On September 18 that part of the 82d
Divigion on this side of the river was re-
lieved by the 90th Division and on the
20th the remainder of the division was
replaced in the line by French troops.

On October 9 the 92d Division took
over a sector just beyond the Moselle
River and on October 26 its front was
extended for a short distance on this side.
On November 10 the division attacked
and captured the Bois Fréhaut, the wood-
ed area seen to the left of Xon Hill, held
it under heavy bombardment and made
other minor gains farther to the right.

In the region of the Vosges Mountains,
lying to the right rear from here, many
American divisions had their first serviee
in the battle lines. The nature of that
country was such that large operations
were practically impossible, and the sec-
tors there were ordinarily held by tired
or newly formed divisions. (See Chapter
VII for information of that region.)

EN ROUTE NORTH OF PONT-A-MOUSSON
TO SOUTHEAST OF THIAUCOURT

(565.0 m 88.5 km) Upon reaching the road
fork on the next low crest, bear right.

(55.2 m 88.8 km) Up the valley leading
to the left is seen Norroy, which was oceu-
pied by troops of the 82d Division during
the evening of September 13.

The next village, Vandiéres, was cap-
tured by the 82d Division on September
15. Due to intense hostile artillery fire
the division withdrew from the village
early the next day. The 90th Division,
after relieving the 82d on September 18,
advanced its front line beyond the town.

(56.7 m 91.2 km) In Vandiéres, turn
to the left toward Villers-sous-Prény.

The tour turns west at this point and
from now on runs generally across the zone
of action of the American First Army.

American Officers at a Captured German Canteen,
Nonsard, September 13, 1918
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Light Railway Operated by the American Army, Moving Civilian Property From
the Vicinity of the Front Line

(67.1m 91.9 km) Beyond town, leading
up from the right of the road, are the
slopes of the hill captured by the 82d
Division on September 15, and from
which it later withdrew because of intense
hostile artillery bombardments.

(67.6 m 92.7 km) At next group of farm
buildings seen to the left near the road,
the zone of action of the 90th Division
during the attack is entered.

The high bald ridge with the irregular
crest seen to the left is Hill 824, which
was mentioned at the last stop. The
village of Norroy is located just the
other side of it. The front line of the 82d
Division on both September 13 and 14
was just beyond the crest of that ridge.

Road Work
The silk hat was found in Thiaucourt

(58.3 m 93.7 km) Some distance far-
ther on to the right is seen a high wooded
ridge, captured on September 15 by the
90th Division. In the Bois des Rappes,
the dense wooded area on its summit,
considerable fighting occurred.

(568.7 m 94.4 km) Continue through
the village of Villers-sous-Prény.

The valley which the road now follows
received a continuous bombardment of
gas and high explosive shells after its
capture on September 15, from German
batteries on the hills seen to the rear
beyond the Moselle River. On account
of this shelling it received the name of
the “Valley of Death’” from the American
soldiers who served near here.

(59.4 m 95.6 km) While approaching
the next village, Vilcey-sur-Trey, to the
right front is seen the edge of the wood,
Forét des Venchéres, along which the
90th Division line rested on September
18. That line crossed this road at right
angles just this side of the town.

(60.1 m 96.8 km) Continue through
the village of Vilcey-sur-Trey.

(61.0 m 98.1 km) In the large wood,
Forét des Venchéres, next entered, the
90th Division encountered stubborn re-
sistance from the Germans who were
driven out of it on September 13.

In this wood was located a large Ger-
man rest camp for troops waiting to enter
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the front lines. Hundreds of huts had
been constructed under the trees, where
they were concealed from the view of
hostile aviators, and many facilities for
the comfort of the soldiers were provided.

(61.1 m 98.3 km) On the far side of the
small valley which the road follows was
located the front line of the 90th Division
on the evening of September 12.

(62.1 m 99.9 km) After leaving wood,
just before reaching sharp bend in road,
the front line of the 5th Division on the
first day of the attack is crossed. It ran
almost at right angles to the road and at
this point faced in the direction opposite
to that which the tourist is traveling.

(62.4 m 100.4 km) Beyond bend, at
the first crest, STOP without leaving car.

The village seen ahead is Viéville-en-
Haye, one of the objectives of the I Corps
in the St. Mihiel offensive. In an attack
launched from the edge of the wood, Bois
de St. Claude, seen to the left, the 5th
Division captured that town about noon
on September 12. Its front line was then
established about a mile to the right of
this road and included the Bois Gérard,
located just over the ridge seen to the
right. The upper parts of several of the
highest trees of that wood can be seen
topping the ridge to the right front.

Due to this deep penetration by the 5th
Division, parts of two fresh German di-
visions were put into the line on this front.
These launched a strong counterattack
on the afternoon of September 13 and
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although small hostile units succeeded in
entering the Bois Gérard, the division line
at midnight was not materially changed.

On the 14th the 5th Division once again
attacked and after severe fighting, during
which another German counterattack was
repulsed, advanced its line a mile in the
left part of its zone of action and approxi-
mately 800 yards in the right part.

During September 15 and 16 further
fighting occurred but the division line
remained practically unchanged except on
its extreme right where an advance of
approximately 800 yards was made.

Its mission having been efficiently ae-
complished the 5th Division was relieved
on September 17 by the 78th Division.

Continue.

(62.8 m 101.0 km) Straight through
the village of Viéville-en-Haye.

(63.1 m 101.5 km) Beyond village
cemetery, to the right front on the sky line
is seen the American monument on
Montsec hill, visited earlier in the tour.
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(63.9 m 102.8 km) Near first pronounced
LEFT bend in road, the zone of action of
the 2d Division is entered.

(64.1 m 108.1 km) In the wood, Bois
d’Heiche, seen to the right, taken by the
2d Division about 9:30 2. m. on Septem-
ber 12, a large number of prisoners and
great quantities of supplies were captured.

(64.2 m 103.3 km) Upon approaching the
next crossroad, to the left front can be
seen (1987) the remains of a German con-
crete machine-gun emplacement.

In a building, called Loge Mangin, near
the edge of the wood seen to the left front,
the 2d Division Headquarters was estab-
lished on September 12. When that
division was relieved from this front the
building was used as the 78th Division
Headquarters until October 5.

(64.4 m 103.5 km) Upon reaching the
next crossroad, turn to the right.

(64.5 m 108.8 km) Beyond crossroad,
to the left is seen the large wood, Bois du
Beau Vallon, taken by troops of the 2d

No Man's Land Along Southern Face of St. Mihiel Salient
Shows character of the terrain advanced over




Thiaucourt Being Shelled by the Germans After

Its Capture by the 2d Division

and 89th Divisions on the morning of the
first day of the offensive of September 12.

(66.3 m 105.1 km) At the next road
crossing, turn to the right.

(664 m 105.3 km) Immediately be-
yond the next crossroad, STOP.

Face down the road, which direction is
approximately northwest.

From this point on a clear day may be
seen to the left and left front a wonderful
panorama of the Woévre Plain over which
the American troops advanced.

To the left in the distance is seen
Montsee, crowned by the American
monument, with the village of Montsec
at its base. The jump-off line of the
main attack on September 12 was ap-
proximately parallel to the observer’s line
of sight when facing Montsec and about
3 miles to the left of that line. Between
here and the hill of Montsec the line of
vision cuts directly across part of the
zone of action of the 2d Division and
through the zones of action of the 89th,
42d and 1st Divisions in that order.

To the left front HattonchAtel with its
picturesque chéteau is plainly visible just
below the sky line, perched on one of the
prominent heights which rim the plain in

that direction; and to the left of it,
strung along the forward slopes of the
confining heights, are the villages of
Vigneulles, Heudicourt, Buxiéres, Bux-
erulles and Woinville which were passed
through earlier in the tour.

The observer is near the middle of the
2d Division zone of action. That divi-
sion reached this vicinity about 9:00 a. m.
on September 12 and by early after-
noon had captured Thiaucourt, the town
seen in the valley ahead, and had estab-
lished its line on the Army objective about
2 miles to the right front from here. Later
in the afternoon the division repulsed two
strong hostile counterattacks.

Thiaucourt was an important point in
the German supply system, and with its
capture there fell into American hands
11 field guns loaded on railroad ecars,
numerous empty railway cars, and vast
quantities of food, lumber and military
supplies and equipment of all kinds.

The St. Mihiel American Cemetery,
identified by its white chapel and field of
white headstones, can be plainly seen
to the left of and beyond Thiaucourt.

The 89th Division drove forward on
September 12 through the wooded areas
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in front of its jump-off line and about
noon captured Euvezin, identified by the
nearest building between here and Mont-
sec. Later in the day it captured the
ground upon which the American ceme-
tery now stands. It dug in that night
with its front line running near the right
edge of the present cemetery area.

The prominent church tower with the
slate colored roof, seen some distance to
the right of Euvezin, is in Pannes which
lay within the zone of action of the 42d
Division and was captured by it early in
the afternoon on September 12.

Slightly to the right of and beyond the
church tower in Pannes is seen the church
steeple of Nonsard. That village lay
within the zone of action of the 1st Divi-
sion and was taken by it about noon on
the first day of the attack.

On September 13 the 89th Division
captured the Bois de Xammes which can
be seen on the sky line immediately above
and beyond the church steeple in Thiau-
court, and the 2d Division drove forward
in the direction of the observer's right
front for approximately three fourths of a
mile in the right of its zone of action.

During the 14th and 15th, the 2d Divi-
gsion pushed strong reconnaissance pa-
trols to the front and on the 15th several
hostile counterattacks were broken up.
The division line was advanced slightly
along all of its front during these days.
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The 2d Division was relieved from the
line on September 16 by the 78th. The
89th Division remained on this front
until October 7 when it was relieved
by the 37th. Both divisions had bril-
liantly performed their battle assignments.

EN ROUTE BSOUTHEAST OF THIAUCOURT
TO ST. MIHIEL AMERICAN CEMETERY

(65.9 m 106.0 km) While approaching
Thiaucourt, along the right side of the
road is seen a German military cemetery.

Thiaucourt is well known to troops of
the T7th, 28th, 387th, 78th and 89th
Divisions, which served in the line north
of it at various times between September
16 and the Armistice. It was subjected
to heavy German shelling soon after its
capture by the Americans.

(66.6 m 107.2 km) In town, cross
right-hand bridge over the Rupt de Mad.

(66.8 m 107.5 km) Near the church,
passed on the left, is the village monu-
ment upon which are named the Ameri-
can units that fought in this vicinity dur-
ing the St. Mihiel offensive.

(66.9 m 107.6 km) At the small monu-
ment farther on, bear to the left.

(67.1 m 108.0 km) At far edge of town
the zone of action of the 89th Division
during the attack is entered.

(67.5 m 108.56 km) Beyond town, at the
large cemetery at left of road, STOP.

Street in Thiaucourt After the German Bombardment
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Entrance, St. Mihiel Cemetery

This is the 8t. Mihiel American Ceme-
tery. It is the third largest of the eight
American military cemeteries in Europe
and contains 4,152 graves. Maost of the
men buried here gave their lives in the
St. Mihiel offensive. The majority of
the others died while serving in sectors in
this region or in the divisional training
areas which were located to the southwest.

The architecture of the cemetery is
classic in design and the entire develop-
ment has been made along formal lines.
A harmonious and beautiful effect has
thus been obtained which ean not fail to
impress the visitor from America with
the fitness of this as a final resting place
for these gallant soldier dead.

The formal entrance, with its gem-like
pavilions and ornamental black and gilded
grill fence, is of striking beauty. Through
it an excellent view of the cemetery can
be obtained from the main highway.

As the cemetery is entered, the pavilion
to the right eontains the superintendent’s
office. Inquiries concerning the location
of a particular grave or requests for other
information should be made there. The
pavilion to the left contains a well-
appointed reception room and other
facilities for the convenience of visitors,

Although the flower beds and roses and
the large green lawns which carpet the
grave areas are now in their final beauty,
visitors during the next few years will
have to draw upon their imaginations to
visualize the greater beauty that will

come when the trees and shrubbery have
reached their full growth. In time the
cemetery will be sheltered on all sides by
masses of vegetation outside the stone
walls, and the main paths will pass
through leafy canopies formed by over-
hanging boughs of the trees along them.

The white marble headstones, which
are the same in all the American military
cemeteries in Europe, are of a cross design
for those of the Christian faith and a
six-pointed star design for those of the
Jewish faith. The changing beauty of
these fields of crosses when seen at various
times throughout the day and in different
lights is unusually impressive.

At the center of the cemetery is a
large sundial of attractive design sur-
rounded by beautiful beds of flowers.
Carved around the top of its base appears
the prophetic inscription ““TIME WILL NOT
DIM THE GLORY OF THEIR DEEDS."”

From this point the beautiful perspec-
tives along the cross axes of the cemetery
catch the eye. Between the trees and
flower beds along one axis is seen a small
monument depicting a typiecal American
soldier in his wartime uniform, standing
in front of a stone cross. Behind this and
framing it is a stone hemicycle intended
ultimately to be set off by a high square-
trimmed tree hedge. At the end of the
other axis there is seen an ornamental urn
on a semicircular platform from which a
fine view of Thiaucourt and the ter-
rain in that direction may be obtained.
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AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

From the center of the cemetery there
is a splendid view of the chapel, a build-
ing of great simplicity and dignity, which
has been built of fine white stone.

The two flags flying in front of the
chapel bring a feeling of patriotism to
American visitors and a sense of gratifica-
tion that the brave men who rest here will
always sleep beneath their country’s flag.

Carved inseriptions in French and
English on the front of the chapel state
that it has been dedicated “TO THOSE
WHO DIED FOR THEIR COUNTRY", and this
thought has been repeated in the main
inscription inside the peristyle which
reads: ““THIS CHAPEL HAS BEEN ERECTED
BY THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN
GRATEFUL REMEMBRANCE OF HER SONS
WHO DIED IN THE WORLD WAR.”

These words, carved in stone, emphasize
the fact that the chapel stands not to
commemorate the glory of battles won
nor the triumph of victory achieved, but
as a direct tribute of America to those who
made the supreme sacrifice for it.

The large rose-granite urn with its
carved drapery at the center of the peri-
style recalls to mind an ancient funereal
vase. One of the decorative features on
it is a winged horse, which is intended to
symbolize the flight of the immortal soul
to its resting place in the life beyond.

The bronze door to the left, decorated
with stars and two miniature bronze
soldier heads, leads to the impressive
interior of the chapel. As the visitor
enters, his attention is first attracted to
the carved, ivory-tinted altar, with its
beautiful cross and the rich mosaic above
it, portraying an angel sheathing his
sword. The mosaics on the end walls
have as their main features large shields
displaying the national colors of the
United States and of France.

The coffered ceiling is decorated in gold
and blue, while the floor and lower wall-
paneling are of inlaid marble with light
and dark green markings. Disposed
about the chapel in appropriate places are
graceful candelabra and bronze-decorated
seats and kneeling-benches.

On the other side of the peristyle is a
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View at St. Mihiel Cemetery Chapel

room upon the end walls of which are re-
corded, in carved and gilded letters on
black marble panels, the names of all
American soldiers who are carried on the
rolls as missing in the operations in this
vicinity. The wall opposite the door
displays an inlaid marble map, to a
scale of 1/10,000, upon which the ground
gained by the American divisions is
shown in various colored marbles.

Behind the chapel, corresponding in
position to the flagpoles in front, are two
weeping willows and filling the four
corners of the chapel terrace are large
masses of trimmed evergreen trees.

From the rear of the peristyle, the
American monument on Montsee is plainly
visible in the distance on a clear day.
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EN ROUTE ST. MIHIEL AMERICAN CEME-
TERY TO WEST OF WOEL

From this cemetery the tour follows
the main road to Verdun. For most of
the distance to Haudiomont, 20 miles
away, the front line held by the Ameri-
can troops at the end of the war lay gen-
erally from 1 to 3 miles to the right of
and approximately parallel to this road.

(67.8 m 109.1 km) Beyond first crest, to
the right, the nearest village is Xammes,
which was close to the final objective of
the First Army in the St. Mihiel offensive.
It was occupied by the 89th Division
early on the morning of September 13.

On September 16 the front line of the
First Army was established about a mile
beyond Xammes. It was located there
when the American Second Army took
over this front on October 12.

(68.2 m 109.7 km) To the left front,
in the distance, Montsec is clearly visible.

(68.5 m 110.2 km) Continue through
Béney, which was captured before dawn
on September 13 by the 89th Division.

(69.0 m 110.9 km) At far edge of the
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village the zone of action of the 42d Divi-
sion during the attack is entered.

(69.1 m 111.2 km) Beyond town, to the
left is seen the wood, Bois de Thiaucourt,
near the left end of which, approximately
parallel to this road, was located the front
line held by troops of the 42d Division on
the evening of September 12.

(69.6 m 111.9 km) To the left front is
seen the Bois de Béney, at the near edge
of which during most of the war the Ger-
mans maintained and flew an observation
balloon. In that wood was captured a
large German supply depot.

(70.9 m 114.0 km) While approaching
the next village, St. Benoit, in its right
edge is seen a chiateau where a brigade
headquarters of the 42d Division was
located after the capture of the town on
September 13. Several times after that
date it was heavily shelled.

(714 m 114.9 km) Continue through
the village of St. Benoit.

As part of a general forward movement
of the 42d Division early on September
13, one of its battalions drove out small
hostile units in the woods near this road,

A Battalion Headquarters of the 89th Division Near Béney,
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42d Division Patrol Near Hassavant Farm,
September 14, 1918

captured Hassavant Farm, the next
group of buildings, organized a position
beyond the farm, and sent patrols still
farther along down the road.

The 42d Division was relieved by the
89th Division during October 1.

(73.0 m 117.5 km) At Hassavant Farm,
to the left is seen Hattonchatel which was
visited earlier in the tour. In the area
to the left of that place the 1st Division
was assembled on September 14, having
been pinched out of the front line due to
the meeting of the two forces advancing
from the sides of the salient. Its move-
ment to the Meuse-Argonne region was
started from there on September 20.

(76.1 m 122.4 km) Continue through
next village, Woél, which was occupied by
a French division on September 14.

(77.0 m 123.9 km) Beyond town, at far
side of crest where the next village, Don-
court, comes in full view, STOP.

Face to the right, which direction is
approximately northeast.

After September 16 this part of the
front became stabilized and the activities
here from then on were mainly those of

patrolling, with an occasional raid into
the German lines to find out information
concerning the dispositions of their troops
and their future plans of action.

On September 26, when the Meuse-
Argonne operation began, the troops here
were ordered to make demonstrations
with the idea of confusing the enemy as
to the exact point of the American attack.
Consequently, artillery bombardments
lasting as long as nine hours were laid
down and strong patrols were sent to
attack the enemy lines. These maneu-
vers served to hold the German reserves
behind this front much longer than
would otherwise have been the case.

On October 12 the American Second
Army took command of this part of the
front. Its sector extended from Port-
sur-Seille, on the other side of the Moselle
River, to Fresnes-en-Woévre, about 5
miles to the left from here. The front
line at that time was practically in the
same place as it was at the termination
of the main St. Mihiel attack.

Comparatively little activity occurred
on this front during the month of October.



Barly in November the Allied attacks,
covering almost the entire front from the
Meuse River to the North Sea, produced
great disorganization in the German
forces. The Second Army was therefore
ordered to keep close watch of the enemy
for any indications of a withdrawal.

At that time the Second Army front
was held, in order from right to left, by
the VI Corps with the 92d Division in
line, the IV Corps with 7th and 28th
in line, and the French XVII Corps with
the American 33d Division in line.

The 33d Division held this part of the
front and its sector included the towns of
Woél, seen to the right; the far edge of
Doncourt; and Wadonville, seen to the
left of and beyond Doncourt.

The nearest part of the sector held by
the 28th Division was at the woods seen
in the distance to the right.

On November 9, while the Armistice
negotiations were in progress, urgent
orders were issued by Marshal Foch, the
Allied Commander-in-Chief, directing
that the enemy be pushed all along the
Western Front and that he be given no
time to rest or reorganize his troops.

In carrying out these instructions all
divisions on this front, following some
local operations on November 9, launched
attacks on November 10 and 11 in the
general direction the observer is facing.
This American offensive is generally re-
ferred to as the Woévre Plain operation.

These attacks resulted in substantial
gains and by the time of the Armistice the

Crossroads at St. Hilaire

2 o

front line had been advanced to include
the large wood, seen to the right front;
the first wood, Bois de Warville, seen to
the left front; and St. Hilaire, the village
whose church steeple may be seen at cer-
tain seasons of the year beyond Doncourt.

Jonville, whose church is seen to the
front, was never captured although the
ground between here and that village was
the scene of numerous severe combats.

EN ROUTE WEST OF WOEL TO EAST
OF HAUDIOMONT

(77.6 m 124.7 km) Straight through
the village of Doncourt.

The 79th Division held a sector in this
vicinity during most of the month of Octo-
ber. It was relieved by the 33d Division
which assumed command on October 26.

(79.1 m 127.3 km) The next village, St.
Hilaire, was occupied on September 13 by
a French division and was taken over
from it by the 26th Division on the same
day. It was abandoned on September 16,
after an enemy attack had been repulsed,
because by its retention a sharp salient
was created in the Ameriean line.

The town was raided by American
troops a number of times before its cap-
ture on November 10 by the 33d Division.
The front line at the time of the Armistice
was near the far edge of the village.

(80.3 m 129.2 km) The next village,
Marchéville, had been elaborately or-
ganized for defense by the Germans before
September 1918. After the salient was
eliminated the village was strongly held

(152)
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by German troops and was the scene of
much vicious fighting until November 11.

On September 26, as part of the demon-
stration on this front at the time of the
opening of the Meuse-Argonne offensive,
a battalion of the 26th Division made an
attack against the town and entered it at
9:00 a. m. after stubborn fighting; a
counterattack by a German unit was
beaten off about noon, and the town
changed hands four times before the
troops of the 26th Division were ordered
to withdraw that evening.

On November 10 the village was at-
tacked in force by the 33d Division which
inflicted heavy losses in overcoming the
stubborn resistance of the enemy. Sharp
hostile counterattacks from the front and
flanks and heavy artillery fire caused a
withdrawal to the higher ground seen to
the left of the village. On November 11
another attack was launched and fighting
was going on in the streets when notifica-
tion of the Armistice was received.

(80.9 m 130.2 km) Beyond town, at
the road fork, bear io the right.

(82.3 m 132.4 km) While approaching
the next town, Fresnes-en-Woévre, on
the right are seen (1937) several concrete
machine-gun emplacements which were
part of one of the main German defensive
lines which ran near here.

(82.8 m 133.2 km) Straight through
Fresnes-en-Woévre, captured on Septem-
ber 14 by the 4th Division. The front
line remained near this town until the
morning of November 11 when the 33d
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Division advanced it % mile to the right
of the road which the tourist is following.

(83.2 m 133.9 km) Beyond town, about
500 yards, was located the boundary
between the American First and Second
Armies at the close of hostilities.

(84.5m 136.0 km) At next road junction
is seen a monument erected by the 4th
Division after the Armistice.

(84.7 m 136.3 km) Continue through
next village, Manheulles, captured by
the 4th Division on September 14.
During October and the early part of
November it was just within the Ameri-
can lines. Its exposed location made it
subject to frequent and intense bombard-
ments from hostile artillery.

(85.5 m 137.5 km) Beyond town, just
beyond second bend in road, before
reaching the railroad, STOP.

Face down the road, which direction is
approximately west.

On November 7 the 81st Division
relieved the 35th on a line which ran
along the edge of the heights seen ahead.
It was at that time the right flank division
belonging to the American First Army.

On November 9 the division attacked
as part of the general forward move-
ment on this front. It advanced to the
right of this road well into the wood,
Bois de Manheulles, seen in that direc-
tion. Only two isolated groups, however,
remained in the wood during the night.
The smaller of these withdrew about
10:00 a. m. the next day to the road on
which the observer is standing. The

On Front of 8lst Division Near Manheulles, November 10, 1918
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Troops of the 81st Division in Manheulles, November 10, 1918

other group, a company, was attacked
by the Germans early on the morning of
the 10th and about half of its men were
captured. The remnants, however, about
40 men, bravely fought their way back to
the American position at Haudiomont,
which is the village seen ahead.

No attack was made here on November
10 but on the 11th the 81st Division met
resistance in its efforts to advance in the
Bois de Manheulles. Its front line was
in the wood at the time of the Armistice.

About 4 miles to the right front from
here the left of the 81st Division made
successive advances during November 9,
10 and 11, for a total gain of about 3 miles.

+

As this is the last stop on the tour, a
brief summary of the events connected
with the reduction of the St. Mihiel
salient will serve to fix them more
definitely in the mind of the reader.

Shortly after the American Expedi-
tionary Forces reached France in 1917
General Pershing decided that the Amer-
ican Army should be built up and enter
the battle line in this region, and that the
reduction of the St. Mihiel salient should
be its first major operation of the war.

In the spring of 1918 the formation of

the American Army was postponed be-
cause of the great demand for divisions
to meet critical situations created on
other parts of the front by the successful
German offensives at that time.

Early in August of that year the situa-
tion became such that General Pershing
felt free to insist that the creation of an
American army be no longer delayed. As
a result the First Army was formed and
took over on August 30 all of the front
line around the St. Mihiel salient.

The original plans for the attack pro-
vided for exploiting toward Metz and the
Briey iron region if the situation became
favorable. These plans, however, were

Captured Burros Carrying Water Near
Haudiomont, November 1918
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Effect of a Direct Hit on a German
Concrete Shelter

changed in order to fit in with those for
an offensive in the Meuse-Argonne region
and it was finally decided that the St.
Mihiel operation should be limited merely
to the reduction of the salient.

After almost superhuman efforts on the
part of all concerned the First Army was
in place on this front ready to attack early
on the morning of September 12.

The main attack was carried through
with dash and precision and ended on
the evening of September 13, all major
objectives having been gained.

The effect upon morale of this striking
victory of the American Army in its ini-
tial major offensive is almost beyond
evaluation. The Germans were greatly
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depressed, as the superb fighting qualities
of the American soldier had again been
demonstrated and the American high com-
manders and their staffs had successfully
proved their ability to conduct large
operations, an ability previously doubted
by the Germans. The Allies were greatly
encouraged and all Americans were elated
at the victory, which was far more rapid
and clear-cut than even the most opti-
mistic had a right to expect.

Before leaving this stop the speedometer
reading should be noted.

EN ROUTE EAST OF HAUDIOMONT
TO VERDUN

(86.5 m 139.1 km) Straight through
the village of Haudiomont.

(87.0 m 139.9 km) Beyond town, while
ascending hill, to the rear may be seen a
fine view of the Woévre Plain.

(90.7 m 145.9 km) 5.2 miles (8.4 kilo-
meters) from the last stop; at top of hill
where Fort du Rozellier is to the right of
the road; to the right front on a clear day
may be seen the shaft of the Meuse-
Argonne American Memorial at Mont-
faucon, approximately 18 miles away.

(96.1 m 154.6 km) Continue to the Vic-
tory monument in the center of Verdun.

Verdun is the starting point for the tour
of the American battlefields in the Meuse-
Argonne region described in Chapter IV.

German Command Post at Manheulles Captured by the 4th Division on September 14, 1918
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ADDITIONAL PLACES OF INTEREST IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

N addition to the places whose World
War history has been described in the
itinerary, there are a number of other
places in the St. Mihiel region where
interesting war events occurred, where
there now exist features of special interest,
or which are of sufficient importance in
pre-World War history to warrant special
mention. For reference purposes and for
the benefit of the tourist who travels in
the area not on the described route, these
places and parts of their history have
been recorded on the following pages.
The sketch which appears on this page
shows the general location of the places

mentioned. At those indicated by a star
on the sketch and in the text there is some
interesting object such as a memorial,
ancient ruins or outstanding World War
feature in a good state of preservation.
Abaucourt. Captured on November 10
by the 81st Division after severe fighting.
Ancemont. Location of V Corps Head-
quarters, September 10-16.
Ansanville. Location of 42d Div.
Headquarters, September 9-14.
Apremont. This village, just within
the German front lines, was completely
demolished by French and American
artillery fire. In town, near the church,

Described Route and Additional Places of Interest in St. Mihiel Region
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Allied Prisoners Returning to American Lines at Abaucourt,
November 13, 1918

is a memorial fountain to the American
soldiers who fell at Apremont, donated
by the city of Holyoke, Massachusetts.

Beaumont. 1st Div. Hdqrs.,Sept.11-13.

Belrupt. 81st Div. Hdqrs., Nov. 9-11.

Billy-sous-les-Cotes. While alone on
a voluntary air patrol near this place on
September 25, First Lieutenant Edward
V. Rickenbacker, Air Service, encoun-
tered a hostile formation of seven planes.
Disregarding the odds against him he
dived on them and shot one down out of
control. He then attacked a second which
was likewise shot down. For this con-
spicuous gallantry and intrepidity above
and beyond the call of duty, Lieutenant
Rickenbacker was later awarded the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor.

Bois de Bonvaux. This wood was
reached by patrols of the 5th Division
on September 12. It was the scene of
hard fighting on September 14 when the
Germans were driven from it.

* Bois Brulé. Scene of bitter fighting
between the French and Germans in 1915.
The 26th Division engaged in severe local
combats in the vicinity during April 1918.
Many interesting trenches and German
dugouts are being preserved there (1937).

Bois de Dampyvitoux. Near this wood

the Germans had an important aviation
field and a group of barracks. The wood
was occupied during September 13 by the
troops of the 42d and 89th Divisions.

Bois de Dommartin. Located about
600 yards in front of the American lines
after the St. Mihiel operation, this little
wood was the scene of many small but
bitter fights in which at different times
the 89th, 37th and 28th Divisions, in that
order, participated. It was occupied by
the 28th Division on November 10 and
held until after the Armistice.

Bois de Grande Fontaine. Scene of
severe local fighting by the 5th, 78th and
Tth Divisions at various times from Sep-
tember 14 on. During November 1 the
southern part of this wood was captured
and held by troops of the 7th Division.

Bois d’Harville. The 33d Division at-
tacked and gained a foothold in this wood
on November 10 in spite of heavy ma-
chine-gun and artillery fire. The wood
was abandoned that night, however, be-
cause of hostile gas-shell bombardments.

Bois Montjoie, about !4 mile southeast
of Lironville, was the location of the 2d
Div. Headquarters, September 10-12.

Bois de Pannes. The 42d Div. Hdqgrs.
was located here from Sept. 25 to Oct. 1.
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Bois du Rupt. A counterattack of the
German 31st Division, launched from
this wood during the afternoon of Sep-
tember 12, was repulsed by the 2d Divi-
sion, which inflicted heavy losses. The
wood was occupied by the 2d Division on
September 14 and remained in American
hands until after the Armistice.

Bois du Trou de la Haie. Considerable
hard fighting occurred in this wooded
area both before and after November 1,
on which date the 7th Division established
its front line well into it.

Bois de la Voivrotte. The 92d Divi-
sion captured this wood early on Novem-
ber 11 and from it launched two attacks
against Bouxieéres-sous-Froidmont.

Boucq. Location of 26th Div. Hdqrs.,
Mar. 31-June 20, and IV Corps Hdqrs.
for the period Oct. 10 to Nov. 3.

Bouillonville. Sergeant Harry J.
Adams, 89th Division, won the Distin-
guished Service Cross in this town for an
act of great coolness and daring on Sep-
tember 12. Discovering a group of Ger-
mans in a building he promptly fired his
remaining pistol bullets through the door
and demanded the instant surrender of
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the occupants. Some 300 Germans
emerged and Sergeant Adams, although
alone and armed only with an empty
pistol, made prisoners of them all.

Butgnéville. A 33d Division attack on
November 11 made against this village
was repulsed with severe losses.

Chambley. Site of an important Ger-
man ammunition depot.

Chateau d’Aulnois. Captured by the
33d Division on November 11. It had
been the objective of active patrolling by
various American units before then.

Chauvoncourt. This town, situated
across the Meuse River from St. Mihiel,
and the flat-topped hill near it, were cap-
tured by the Germans in 1914 and held
as a bridgehead until the American attack
of September 12 forced their evacuation.

Conflans-en-Jarnisy. Headquarters of
the German Army Detachment “C”
which was holding the St. Mihiel salient.
The town was an important communica-
tion center and the objective of many of
the American aviation bombing raids.

* Dieulouard. In the northern out-

skirts of this town, along the main road,
are (1937) the remains of a large concrete
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emplacement for an Allied railroad gun.

Dommartin-la-Chaussée. Site of a
large German supply depot. The town
was in the main line of resistance of the
Hindenburg Line. Attempts of the 28th
Division to capture it on November 10
were defeated with considerable losses.

Dommartin-la-Montagne. Fire from
this village halted the advance of the left
units of the 26th Division on September
12. It was captured the next morning.

Essey-et-Maizerais. Location of the
42d Div. Headquarters, Sept. 14-25.

Euvezin. Captured by the 89th Divi-
sion. Before the St. Mihiel offensive a
German artillery camp was located in the
ravine south of the town. The camp was
the 89th Div. Hdgrs., Sept. 14-Oct. T;
37th Div. Hdqrs., Oct. 7-16; 28th Div.
Hdgrs., Oct. 16-29; and 7th Div. Hdqrs.,
Oct. 30 to after the Armistice.

% Fort du Camp des Romains. This
fort near St. Mihiel was built by the
French about 1879 upon the site of an old
Roman camp. It was captured in 1914
by the Germans and retained by them
until the attack of the American First
Army forced its evacuation. The fort is
not used now and is in ruins.

Gravelotte. This village was the scene
of an important German victory in 1870
during the Franco-Prussian War.

Grimaucourt-en-Woévre. Captured by
the 81st Division on November 10 but
not held that night. The next day the
division pushed forward through the
town and about 1 mile beyond it.

Hanido Wood and Souleuvre Farm.
These places were occupied on the after-
noon of September 12 by the German
Saxon 123d Division which had entered
the battle to check the American advance.
A counterattack by that division from the
wood the next day was repulsed by the
5th Division after severe fighting.

Haudainville. Location of 4th
Headquarters, September 9-19.

Haumont-lés-Lachaussée. This village
was lightly held by the Germans fol-
lowing the St. Mihiel attack. The 42d,
89th and 37th Divisions raided it several
times and the 28th Division occupied it on

Div.

159

4 1

v S

Chateau d’Aulnois, November 1918

two different occasions; from October 24
to 29, and again from November 9 to 11.

Hill 323, south of Rembercourt-sur-
Mad. This hill was strongly held by the
Germans following the St. Mihiel offen-
sive. It was the scene of numerous severe
combats by the 5th, 78th and Tth Divi-
sions prior to its capture by the latter on
November 10. Several determined Ger-
man attempts to retake it were repulsed.

Jaulny. This town was captured by
the 2d Division about 1:00 p. m. on Sep-
tember 12. A German ammunition train
and a completely equipped hospital train
were captured there. Because the village
lay beyond the objective of the American
Army it was abandoned later in the day.
The Germans reoccupied it but on the
next day the 2d Division again drove
them from the town and the American
lines were then established beyond it.
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Mon Plaisir Farm in the Winter After the Armistice

Jonville. On September 14 a group of
American tanks, operating considerably
ahead of the infantry lines, engaged in
a severe fight near this town.

* Jouy-aux-Arches. At this place there
are still standing several arches of a large
aqueduct built by the Romans to bring
water across the Moselle River to Metz.

Le Grand Cognon. This wooded area
was captured by the 81st Division on
November 10 after a hard fight.

Les Eparges. Scene of bitter fighting
between the French and Germans in 1914
and 1915. The remains of large mine
craters are still (1937) to be seen there.

Ligny-en-Barrois. Location of First
Army Hdgrs., Aug. 28-Sept. 21. Ad-
vance G. H. Q., A. E. F., Oct. 25-Deec. 3.

Lucey. 82d Div. Hdgrs., June 27-Aug.
10; 89th Div. Hdqrs., Aug. 10—Sept. 10.

Mamey. Location of 90th Div. Hdars.,
for the period September 11-19.

Marbache. 2d Div. Hdgrs.,, Aug.
9-19; 82d Div. Hdqrs., Aug. 18-Sept. 20;
and 92d Div. Hdgrs., Oct. 9-Nov. 10.

Marimbois Farm. This farm was in
German hands at the close of the St.
Mihiel offensive. From September 16
on patrols of the 42d and, later, of the
89th and 28th Divisions frequently
clashed with the enemy there. It was
occupied by the 28th Division on Novem-
ber 9 and held until the Armistice.

Ménil-la-Tour. 1st Div. Headquarters,
from January 18-April 3, and IV Corps
Headquarters, September 10-October 10.

* Metz. This city, which is strategi-
cally located on the Moselle River, has

been a fortress of importance since the
time of the Romans, who called it Divo-
durum. The city was plundered by
Attila the Hun in the 5th Century. It
was ceded by France to Germany after
the War of 1870 and became one of the
principal fortified places in the German
line of frontier defenses. It was returned
to France after the World War by the
provisions of the Treaty of Versailles.

Mon Plaisir Farm. A strongly organ-
ized place in the Hindenburg Line
which was attacked at different times
after the St. Mihiel offensive by the 78th
and Tth Divisions. The 28th and 89th
Divisions sent patrols to it. The farm
was still in the hands of the Germans
when the Armistice became effective.

Moranville and the Bois de Moranville.
These places in the outpost zone of the
Hindenburg Line were captured by the
81st Division on November 9 in spite of
determined hostile resistance.

* Nancy. The Kaiser is said to have
come to view the German attacks north
of Nancy at the beginning of the World
War, expecting to make a triumphal
entry into the city. Although it was
shelled all attempts to capture the town
were repulsed. Nancy contains many
beautiful buildings and other works of
art. It is well worth a visit.

Noviant-aux-Prés. In a dugout along
the railroad north of this town was
located the 89th Div. Headquarters,
for the period September 10 to 12.

Prény. This town, picturesquely situ-
ated on a long ridge in the Hindenburg
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Line, was the objective of frequent raids
by the 90th and 7th Divisions. Many
hand-to-hand fights took place near it.
The interesting ruins of an ancient forti-
fied chiteau are to be seen there.

Puxieux. An important German avia-
tion field and a large munitions depot
were located near this town.

Rembercourt-sur-Mad. This village,
situated in the valley of the Rupt de Mad,
and the wooded heights south of it were
hastily occupied on September 12 by the
German 31st Division which had entered
the battle line to check the American
advance. The German division launched
a counterattack that afternoon which
was repulsed by the 2d Division.

Rezonville. Scene of a desperate battle
in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870.
This battle and that of Gravelotte pre-
vented Marshal Bazaine from retreating
toward Paris and forced his army into
Metz, where it later surrendered.

Riaville. Captured by the 33d Divi-
sion on the morning of November 11.

Rupt-en-Woévre. Location of 26th
Division Headquarters, Sept. 6-16.

St. Jacques Farm, about 1 mile south-
west of Mamey. 5th Division Headquar-
ters during the period, Sept. 10-17.

* St. Mihiel. This town, at the tip of
the St. Mihiel salient, gave the salient
its name. The town was captured on
September 24, 1914, by the Germans
Several thousand French civilians lived
in it during the entire war and for that
reason, though near the front line, it was
never heavily bombarded by the Allies.

St. Mihiel was not attacked during the
offensive of September 12 but was hastily
abandoned by the enemy troops when the
American divisions broke through the
battle line on both sides of it. The town
was occupied on September 13 by a
French division attached to the American
First Army. Soon after its occupation
the President of the French Republic
sent a message to the United States Gov-
ernment in which he expressed the deep
gratitude of the French nation because
of the restoration to France of that place.

Among the points of interest in or
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Searching Prisoners at Headquarters,

5th Division, St. Jacques Farm,
September 12, 1918

near the town are the churches of St.
Etienne and St. Mihiel, and at the
northern edge of the town on the road
to Verdun are located seven great rocks
near which have been found many in-
teresting relics of prehistoric man.

The 370th Infantry, 93d Division,
while attached to the French 34th Divi-
sion had front-line service to the south of
this town during the month of June 1918.

St. Mihiel-Apremont Road. Alongside

Off Duty
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this road are to be seen many interesting
examples of wartime military construc-
tion. The large concrete shelter extend-
ing into the roadway is well worth a visit.
It was built by the Germans as a first-aid
station. In the wood near by are many
other German field works constructed

AMERICAN OPERATIONS IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

face of the St. Mihiel salient. Location
of 35th Div. Hdgrs., Oct. 15-Nov. 7, and
81st Div. Hdqrs., Nov. 7-9.

Toul. This city was the American
Second Army Headquarters during the
entire time that Army served at the front.
IV Corps Hdgrs., Aug. 13 to Sept. 10.

Sectors Held by American Divisions in the St. Mihiel Region
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during the four years of trench warfare.

Saizerais. Location of 1st Div. Hdqrs.,
Aug. 7-24; I Corps Hdqrs., Aug. 21-Sept.
18; and VI Corps Hdqrs., from Sept. 15
until after the Armistice.

Sommedieue. 2d Div. Hdqrs., dur-
ing most of the period, Mar. 16-May 9,
while the division was training in the
front line with the French on the western

Troyon-sur-Meuse. Location of 26th
Div. Hdgrs., Sept. 16-Oct. 8; 79th Div.
Hdqrs., Oct. 8-26; and 33d Div. Hdgrs.,
Oct. 26 to the Armistice.

Villers-en-Haye. Location of 90th Div.
Hdqrs., Aug. 24-Oct. 10, except from
September 11 to 19 when it moved
forward to Mamey for the St. Mihiel
operation. 7th Div. Hdgrs., Oct. 10-30.
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SUMMARY OF COMBAT SERVICE OF AMERICAN DIVISIONS
IN THE ST. MIHIEL REGION

Name | Period of Service | Character of Location of Service Army to Which Corps to Which Casual-
of Div. 918 Service General vicinity of— Attached ! Aftached ! ties ?
1 | Jan. 18-Apr.3___| Training in | Seicheprey____________| Fr. First until | Fr. XXXII_______ 654
Line and Mar. 27, then
Sector. Fr. Eighth.
Aug. 7-24_______ Sector-._____ Forét du Bois-le-Prétre | Fr. Eighth______ Fr. XXXII until 75
and Regniéville. Aug. 22, then I.
Sept. 8-11__ Sector.______ Seicheprey____________ Finstec. o ooea BV st 13
(1)
Sept. 12-14__ Battle_______ Richecourt and Non- | First ___________ 4B ey R R | SRR 1
sard. (18)
2 | Mar. 17-May 13_| Training in | Northwest of St. Mihiel | Fr. Second until | Fr. X until Apr. 881
Line. and Watronville. May 11, then 17, then Fr. II
French Group CAC.
of Armies of
the Reserve.
Aug. 9-19_______ Sector_______| Port-sur-Seille and | Fr. Eighth______ Fr. XXXII.______ 38
Pont-a-Mousson.
Sept. 10-11____ Seetor.... __| Limey_.._...._.....___. Wirgh oo o | e SR L L 22
Sept. 12-16______ Battle_____ _| Thiaucourt and Jaulny ST S NP W T 1,477
4 | Sept.7-11____.__ Sector_. __.__| Haudiomont_____.____ It o il W B e T 17
Sept. 12-15..____| Battle...____| Fresnes-en-Woévre.___| First________.___. 7 SR 60
5 Sept. 10-11______ Sector_______ Regniéville-en-Haye___| First_._________ bR - R =Tk 23
Sept. 12-16_.____ Battle._.____ Viéville-en-Haye ._____ 0 b ey R S T T | 1, 449
Septelyer oo 7 Sector_.___ __ North of Viévillesen- | Birst..cocoo oo Boo oo on o ciaae 86
Haye.
7 Oct. 10-Nov. 11_| Sector_._____ South of Rembercourt- | First until Oet. | IV________________ 1, 676
sur-Mad. 12, then Sec- (85)
ond.
26 Apr. 3-June 28__| Sector_._.___ Seicheprey..._.._______ Fr. Eighth______ Br. XXX oo 2,194
@
Sept. 8-11_______ Sector_______| Cote de Senoux_______ Pirst. il Vel 5 e il 3 24
)
Sept. 12-16_____ Battle.._____ Cote de Senoux and | First___._________ V until Sept. 16, 479
Vigneulles-lés-Hat- then Fr. II 4)
tonchatel. CAC.
Sept. 17-Oct. 8__| Sector_______ Wadonvyille——-—— - First_re—_ o~ Fr. D CAC.______ 738
28 Oct. 16-Nov. 11_| Seetor.__.____| Haumont_____________ Second__________ TVEI R sl = TR 1, 059
1)
33 Oct. 26-Nov. 11_| Seetor__.____ Woél and Marchéville.| Second-____._____| Fr. IT CAC until 825
Nov. 6, then Fr. | (78)
XVII.
35 | Oct. 15-Nov. 7._| Battle._.____ Manbeulles and west | First____________ Fr. XXXIII until 422

of Moranville.

Nov. 1, then Fr.
XVITLuntil Nov.
6, then Fr. 1I
CAC.

1 All armies and corps are American unless otherwise indicated.

In this table Fr.=French.

2 Casualties are for period in line only. Figures in parentheses give casualties for units temporarily attached.
Add figure in parentheses to the one above in order to obtain the total casualties during the entire operation.
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SUMMARY OF COMBAT SERVICE—Continued

Name | Period of Service | Character o Location of Service Army to whi vhic
of Div. 1918 Service % General vicji'nity o A,’{,,i.;.ll,ihn"h Coﬁ’;f.,i";,;‘,/’:"" C;‘:‘::‘:l-
3% |lOet.7-16-—__- Sector_______ Xammes_._____________ First until Oct. | IV________________ 269
12, then Sec- (9)
ond.
42 Bept: 1o Lo Sector..._.__ Bois de Remiéres._____ First. ... oo IV .. o U 8
Sept. 12-16__.__| Battle_..____ St. Baussant, Pannes | First.___________ TNV e SN 901
and Hassavant Farm. (7
Sept. 17-Oct. 1.| Sector. _____ North of St. Benoit-en- | First____________ ) RS L 8 300
Wotvre.
78 Sept. 16________ Battle_._.__. North of Jaulny________ Firat Suse e -9 | I L X 58
(V)
Sept. 17-Oct. 4_| Sector__.__..| North of Jaulny._______ 7}, TR I until Sept. 18, | 1,848
then IV, (109)
79 Oct. 8-26. ______ Sector_—..___| Wadonville.___________ First until Oct. | Fr. II CAC.______ 369
12, then Sec- (210)
ond.
81 Nov. 7-11______ Battle_..____ Moranvilleand Boisde | First____________ Fr.ITCAC. .. __ 974
Manheulles. (5)
82 June25-Aug.10.| Training in | Forét du Bois-le- Prétre | Fr. Eighth______ or. XX XET oL 374
Line and and Marvoisin.
Sector.
Aug. 19-Sept. | Sector_______ Port-sur-Seille and | Fr. Eighth until | Fr. XXXII until 99
11. Pont-i-Mousson. Aug. 30, then | Aug. 22, then I. (1)
First.
Sept. 12-16_____ Battle._.____ NOXIOY - oo em L i iyl e O L | i SO . J. .. 816
Sept. 17-20_____ Sector_______ Port-sur-Seille and | First____________ I until Sept. 18, 146
Xon Hill. then IV.
89 Aug. 10-Sept. | Sector.______ Limey and Marvoisin_.| Fr. Eighthuntil | Fr. XXXII until 2]12
it Aug. 30, then Aug. 20, then (7
First. 185
Sept. 12-16_____ Battle_..____ Bois de Mort-Mare | First____________ i 5 B e S | 833
and Xammes. (24)
Sept. 17-Oct. 7| Sector_._____ Xammes. - oo KPSt e e TN L e e el 1,(:13%
90 Aug. 24-Sept. | Sector_._____ Forét du Bois-le-Prétre | Fr. Eighthuntil | T__________________ 137
11. and Regniéville. Aug. 30, then (19)
First. .
Sept. 12-16_____ Battle_______ Vilecey-sur-Trey and | First____________ B ol o v 1,972
Bois des Rappes. (35)
Sept. 17-Oct. | Sector_______ Vandiéres and west of | First____________ I until Sept. 18, | 1,830
10. Souleuvre Farm. then IV, (1)
92 Oct. 9-Nov. 11_| Sector_._____ Port-sur-Seille and | First until Oct. | IV until Oct. 23, 059
Vandiéres. 12, then Sce- then VI. (12)
ond.
93 June 22-July 3.| Training in | Southwest of St. Mihiel_| Fr. Second______ Fr. ILCAD. .l 0
(370th Line.
Inf.
only)

! All armies and corps are American unless otherwise indicated. In this table Fr. = French.
2 Casualties are for period in line only. Figures in parentheses give casualties for units temporarily attached.
Add figure in parentheses to the one above in order to obtain the total casualties during the entire operation.
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