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PREFACE

HIS book has been prepared as

I part of the project of the Ameri-

can Battle Monuments Commis-
sion to commemorate in a complete and
lasting manner the accomplishments
and services of the American forces in
Europe during the World War.

It is a revision of a book entitled “A
Guide to the American Battlefields in
Europe’’ which was published by the
Commission in 1927. The text, how-
ever, has been enlarged considerably
to meet also the need for a concise
reference book and a brief history of
the American Expeditionary Forces.

Because of space limitations, prac-
tically all information concerning the
Allied Armies has been omitted. This
omission should not be construed as a
lack of appreciation of the magnitude
of their effort, but rather as a recog-
nition of the fact that any attempt to
describe the operations of their armies
during four years of fighting could not,
as an incident to a book of this char-
acter, do justice to their importance.

Every possible precaution has been
taken to insure the accuracy of the
historical statements made in this text
and each one has been subjected to
careful scrutiny by the Chairman of
the Commission and to several inde-
pendent checks by a corps of selected
officers from the Regular Army. The
documents and other evidence sup-
porting the historical statements have
been listed and these lists form part of
the files of the Commission.

The three areas in which American
troops in relatively large numbers
engaged in battle are dealt with in
Chapters II, III and IV. Each of
these chapters consists of a short
general story and a detailed itinerary
which takes the tourist to the most
interesting points of the terrain and
describes the American operations
which occurred there. Each chapter
also includes a list giving places of
interest not described on the tour, a

xi

summary of the services of the Ameri-
can divisions in that part of France
covered by the chapter, and a colored
map which will aid in understanding
the operations and which will be of use
in following the desecribed route.

The American fighting in the Cham-
pagne region and in the battle area
north of Paris is described in Chap-
ters V and VI. In these regions the
American operations were in most
cases those of units not larger than a
division, and the areas in which they
took place are quite far apart. Chap-
ter V contains a detailed itinerary for
the Champagne region and Chapter
VI a suggested route for an extended
tour in the region north of Paris.

Special attention is invited to Chap-
ters XI and XII which give informa-
tion about the military cemeteries and
war memorials constructed in Europe
by the United States Government.

Numerous sketches and maps are
used to give a graphic picture of the
American fighting and its relationship
to the combat services of the Allied
Armies. Included among these are
three large maps inside the rear cover
which show the American operations
in the Aisne-Marne, St. Mihiel and
Meuse-Argonne regions, the three
areas in France where most of the
American fighting occurred.

The wartime photographs in the
volume were selected with a view to
giving a comprehensive pictorial story
of the American war activities in
Europe. Certain of the photographs
were obtained from the British Impe-
rial War Museum and the German
Heeresarchiv, and cannot be repro-
duced without their permission. These
copyright pictures are identified in the
titles by the symbols © B and © G,
respectively. Copies of most of the
other photographs may be purchased
at the usual rate from the Photographic
Division, Office of the Chief Signal
Officer, U. S. Army, Washington, D. C.



A large part of the interesting in-
formation in this book, including all
detailed accounts of actual fighting,
is given in the described tours. If the
battlefields cannot be visited, it is sug-
gested that the tours be read and fol-
lowed on the maps. While doing this
the panoramic sketches will be of help
in obtaining an idea of the terrain.

Those who read this book from be-
ginning to end will note some repeti-
tion. This was found necessary to meet
the needs of the various classes of
readers for whom the book is intended.

Many statements are made in the
text concerning conditions or things
which will change with the passing of
time. These statements refer, of
course, to 1937, the year this book
was placed in the hands of the printer.

For the benefit of those who desire
to make a more complete study of the
American battle operations in Europe,
the Commission is now preparing a
series of booklets giving detailed data
concerning the combat services of the
American divisions. A booklet will
be published for each division which
will be illustrated by large maps, scale
1/20,000, showing the daily front lines
of the unit. The first of the series
of these booklets will be on sale by the
Superintendent of Documents, Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington,
D. C., during the summer of 1938.

It would be impossible here to give
credit individually to all those who
have made this book possible. Special
mention is made, however, of Lieuten-
ant Colonel X. H. Price, Corps of Engi-
neers, U. S. Army, the Secretary of the
Commission, under whose personal
cupervision the book has been pre-
pared, and the following members of
the Commission staff whose pains-
taking and careful work was invaluable
in its preparation: Major Howard F.
K. Cahill, Infantry, U. S. Army, Mr.
James E. Mangum, Major Henry O.
Swindler, Infantry, U. S. Army, Major
Hal M. Rose, Cavalry, U. S. Army,
Captain John R. Vance, Infantry, U.S.

xii

Army, Captain Richard P. Ovenshine,
Infantry, U. S. Army, 1st Lieutenant
Bream C. Patrick, Field Artillery, U. S.
Army, and Mr. Richard A. Hansen.

It is desired also to make acknowl-
edgment of the assistance given by
other agencies of the Government in
the preparation of this volume, nota-
bly the Adjutant General of the Army,
who made available the World War
records and furnished other essential
information; the Historical Section of
the Army War College, which placed
its records at the disposal of the Com-
mission and cooperated in other ways
in searching out historical facts; the
Engineer Reproduction Plant of the
United States Army for its help in
connection with the preparation of
sketches and maps and the printing
of the larger maps; the Signal Corps
of the Army for assistance in selecting
and furnishing photographs; the Quar-
termaster General for important in-
formation concerning medals, troop
movements and burials; the Navy
Department for supplying important
facts from its files; the Department
of State and the military attachés in
Europe, who obtained from foreign
countries such data as were requested;
the Smithsonian Institution, which
kindly loaned certain medals for re-
production in charts of this book; the
library of the Army War College and
the Library of Congress, which placed
at the disposal of the Commission nu-
merous official documents and works
of reference; and the Government
Printing Office, which actually printed
the book in addition to furnishing ad-
vice concerning its make-up.

As future editions of this book will
no doubt be published, suggestions for
its improvement from men who par-
ticipated in the activities of the Amer-
ican Expeditionary Forces are invited.

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS
COMMISSION,
JOHN J. PERSHING,
Chairman.
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Chapter 1

THE WORLD WAR TO MAY 28, 1918
AND THE ORGANIZATION
OF THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

THE WAR BEFORE THE ENTRY OF THE UNITED STATES

great countries of Europe had been Hungary and Italy. The other was
divided into two rival groups. the Triple Entente, which consisted
One of these was the Triple Alliance, of France, Great Britain and Russia.

FOR some years prior to 1914 the which comprised Germany, Austria-
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2 THE WORLD WAR TO MAY 28, 1918

The Triple Alliance, dominated by
Germany, was the first to be formed and
was initiated by Germany as a part of
an ambitious plan to create a great world
empire with herself at its head. In
furtherance of this plan Germany had
established close relationships with
Turkey and some of the Balkan states,
had extended her colonies by peaceful
means and seizure, and had launched
upon a program of military and naval
expansion with the idea of becoming
supreme on land and sea.

Great Britain, France and Russia,
realizing their individual danger if called
upon to act alone against a combination
of powers such as the Triple Alliance,
had formed the Triple Entente.

Belgium was not identified with either
the Triple Alliance or the Triple Entente,
as her neutrality had been guaranteed by
all members of both groups except Italy.

Various incidents which occurred before
1914 had almost caused war between the
two groups and each incident had in-
creased to some extent the strain which
existed between them.

EVENTS OF 1914

The breaking point came when the
Crown Prince of Austria was assassinated
on June 28, 1914, while inspecting troops
in the Austrian city of Serajevo, near
the Serbian border. Austria at once
accused Serbia of having instigated the

crime and adopted an aggressive attitude
in the diplomatic negotiations which
ensued. Serbia went to great lengths to
prevent war with her powerful neighbor,
and after submitting to practically all
the demands made upon her, agreed to
arbitrate the others. Austria, however,
confident of the support of Germany in
a war of aggression, refused to accept the
Serbian proposals and declared war
against her on July 28, 1914.

Austria started mobilizing her army
and Russia soon thereafter did likewise.
Germany demanded that the Russian
mobilization cease at once, and at the
same time sent an ultimatum to France
requiring that nation to state immediately
her intentions in case of a Russo-German
war. Receiving no reply from Russia,
and a statement from France that she
would do what her own interests dictated,
Germany declared war against Russia on
August 1 and against France on August 3.

Italy asserted that her agreements as a
member of the Triple Alliance did not
compel her to take part in a war of ag-
gression and announced her neutrality.
Great Britain did not enter the war until
August 4, when it became certain that
Germany had violated Belgian neutrality
by invading that country regardless of her
solemn agreement not to do so.

By that date, therefore, Germany and
Austria-Hungary, commonly known as
the Central Powers, were at war against

German Cavalry Leaving Berlin, August 1914




THE WORLD WAR TO MAY 28, 1918

Approximate Routes Followed by the Invading
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the Allies, consisting of France, Russia,
Great Britain, Serbia and Belgium, which
were joined by Montenegro a few days
later. Four of these nations, France and
Russia of the Allies, and Germany and
Austria of the Central Powers, were able
to place large, well trained armies in the
field at once. Serbia, Belgium and
Montenegro had relatively small armies
and Great Britain’s organized power was

mainly centered in her navy which at
that time was the strongest in the world.

Believing that in the event of war
Russia would mobilize her forces much
more slowly than France, Germany, prior
to the opening of hostilities, had made
plans to crush the latter by a sudden and
powerful offensive. According to these
plans Austria and comparatively small
German forces were to engage Russia on



4 THE WORLD WAR TO MAY 28, 1918

the east until France could be defeated,
after which the combined strength of the
Central Powers was to be sent against
Russia to impose the same fate on her.

Immediately after the declaration of
war the German Army began the invasion
of France, using all natural avenues of
approach, including that through neutral
Belgium. In spite of heroic resistance
by the Belgians, and the vital aid rendered
the French by Great Britain’s compara-
tively small expeditionary force, the Allies
were forced back rapidly to the general
line of the Marne River. Making a
determined stand in early September,
they withstood further attacks and so
threatened the enemy’s right that his
armies were compelled to retire to a posi-
tion behind the Aisne River.

Following this baitle both sides realized
that the war would not end quickly and
each, knowing the supreme importance

to future military operations of the ports
of northwestern France, ordered certain
of their units to secure possession of these
ports with all haste. If they had fallen
to the Germans, not only would British
military operations have been badly
hampered, but Germany would have
secured excellent bases for naval activi-
ties. In this famous “race to the sea”
the Allies succeeded in retaining all
ports southwest of Ostend.

At the end of these operations neither of
the contending forces on the Western
Front had sufficient superiority to under-
take a major offensive, and each began
to stabilize its position by the use of
every artificial means available. Elabo-
rate trench systems, defended by unprec-
edented numbers of machine guns and
other quick-firing weapons, were built
along the front and broad belts of barbed
wire were constructed. These continuous

Diagrammatic Sketch of Western Front Showing Certain
Topographical Features of Military Importance
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A Gas Attack on the Western Front

defenses, with the hostile lines separated
in many places by only a narrow strip of
ground, resulted in the type of fighting
known as “trench warfare”.

During the advance of her armies to-
ward Paris, Germany became greatly
alarmed at the speed of the Russian mo-
bilization and the progress of that coun-
try’s offensive against East Prussia.
This situation caused the German High
Command, even before the Battle of the
Marne, to weaken the force invading
France by withdrawing approximately
90,000 men from its right wing—where
they were so badly needed later—and
starting them eastward to meet the Rus-
sian threat. The units withdrawn al-
most equaled in numbers the strength of
the British Army in France at that time.

Generals von Hindenburg and von
Ludendorffi came into prominence in
August when they were ordered to the
German Eastern Army as Commander
and Chief of Staff, respectively. Thesuc-
ceeding operations under their direction
were characterized by rapid movements
and crushing attacks, in which the losses
inflicted on Russia were stupendous. The
Russian Armies were hurled out of East
Prussia by the decisive German victories at
Tannenberg and the Mazurian Lakes, and
farther south were soon thereafter pushed,
back toward Warsaw. Still farther south,

however, the Russianssucceeded in driving
the Austrian troops west of the passes
through the Carpathian Mountains.
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6 THE WORLD WAR TO MAY 28, 1918

Turkey entered the war on the side of
the Central Powers in November 1914,
thus threatening Great Britain’s commu-
nications with the East by way of the
Suez Canal. As a result, many thousands
of Allied soldiers, always badly needed on
the French front, were employed through-
out the war in operations near the eastern
end of the Mediterranean Sea.

Germany was in a very strong position
at the close of the year. She had inflicted
staggering losses on the Russians; was in
possession of practically all of Belgium
and of industrial areas in France which
contained about three fourths of the
French coal and iron deposits; and al-
though the German colonies were virtual-
ly lost, her home resources had not been
damaged by invasion and were still intact.

EVENTS OF 1915

Italy entered the war in May 1915 on
the side of the Allies. This caused a large
proportion of Austria’s strength to be
withdrawn from the eastern and south-
eastern theaters of operations and be sent
from there for service on the Italian front.

During the year the French and British
launched several offensives against the
Germans, the most important being the
attacks begun in September by the French
and British Armies north of Arras and
by the French Army in the Champagne.
These operations however did not produce
any material change in the military situa-
tion on the Western Front.

On April 22, 1915, poison gas was used
for the first time during the war when
the Germans employed it against French
troops serving in the line near Ypres.

Germany was again victorious against
Russia in a series of desperate battles.
Bulgaria, which entered the war on the
side of the Central Powers in October,
joined in the offensive that overran Serbia
and Montenegro, while the Allied expedi-
tion to the Dardanelles was shattered and
withdrawn immediately after the close of
the year. The British Fleet held the mas-
tery of the seas, but the submarine block-
ade which Germany had established in
February was becoming a serious menace
to Allied supply, both civil and military.

EVENTS OF 1916

The Central Powers, believing they
had nothing to fear from Russia, planned
a vigorous campaign in the west for
1916. In February they began inten-
sive assaults against Verdun, which con-
tinued for months, only to dash them-
selves to pieces against French heroism.
The German pressure at Verdun was re-
lieved as a result of the British and French
offensive on the Somme which began on
July 1 and resulted in enormous losses
to all armies engaged. It was during this
battle that tanks were used for the first
time, being employed by the British in
an attack on September 15.

The German Fleet made a sortie in
May and met the British on the North Sea
in the Battle of Jutland, the principal na-
val engagement of the war. This battle
resulted in the loss of several vessels on
each side, but was not decisive. It ter-
minated when the German Fleet with-
drew to its fortified harbors, which it did
not leave again in force during the war.

Large German Gun in Action on the
Western Front. © G
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British Tank Set on Fire by German Flame Thrower

!

Note German trench and soldiers in foreground. © G

Russia astonished the world by her
powers of recuperation, and in June
practically destroyed the Austrian Army
of Galicia. When the Austrian Army in
Italy was defeated in August, and Ru-
mania entered the war against the Central
Powers in the same month, it became
necessary that Austria be rescued without
delay. Germany, quickly passing to the
defensive in the west, started the eastern
offensives which not only marked the
beginning of the end for Russia but re-
sulted in the elimination of Rumania
before the close of the year.

In August General von Hindenburg
was appointed Chief of the General Staff
of the German Field Army. Offers of
peace made by the Central Powers in
the month of December were spurned by
the Allied Governments as insincere.

EVENTS OF 1917 TO APRIL 6

The German High Command decided
to remain on the defensive in the west
during 1917. To further this purpose, it

greatly disrupted the Allied plans by
devastating a large area in the vicinity of
Péronne and by withdrawing from that
area to a previously-prepared defensive
position of great strength.

Germany renewed unrestricted sub-
marine warfare in February and her
U-boats were making alarming inroads
on Allied shipping when the United
States entered the war.

Meanwhile the Allies had decided to
undertake offensives on a large scale. In
April, a few days after the United States
declared war, the British began the Battle
of Arras,and the French the Second Battle
of the Aisne. These attacks gained some
ground but the losses suffered by the
attacking troops were very great, espe-
cially in the battle on the Aisne. The
results created a serious situation in the
French Army and brought grave dis-
couragement to the Allies. With Russia’s
strength waning fast, this was almost final
proof that without additional help the
Allies would be unable to defeat Germany.
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Sinking of the British Ship Messanabie—Torpedoed Twice by a German Submarine
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British Hospital Ship Gloscester Castle—Torpedoed in the Mediterranean, April 1917 |



REASONS FOR THE ENTRY OF THE UNITED STATES
INTO THE WORLD WAR

HE United States was in every respect

a neutral nation at the beginning of
the World War. The sympathies of the
American citizens were naturally divided,
but as the causes which brought on the
conflict were considered by the mass of
the people to be of no direct concern to
the United States, the attitude of the
country as a whole was one of neutrality.

Early in the war, however, the activi-
ties of the warring nations on the high
seas began to interfere with American
maritime trade. Allied interference with
American commerce caused an exchange
of vigorous diplomatic notes with Great
Britain while differences with Germany
over the use of the submarine became
particularly irritating. It soon developed
that Germany intended to disregard a
fundamental principle of international
law which up to that time in history had
remained unquestioned. This was that
neither merchant vessels of the enemy
nor those of neutrals could be lawfully
sunk without first taking steps to remove
the passengers and crew.

The first serious difficulty with Ger-
many arose when on February 4, 1915,
she proclaimed that the waters surround-
ing Great Britain and Ireland would be
regarded as part of the war zone in which
enemy merchant vessels would be de-
stroyed and in which even neutral vessels
were in danger of destruction without
assurance that the passengers and crew
could be saved. The TUnited States
strongly protested this action which would
endanger American lives and property,
reminding Germany that under the condi-
tions which existed her sole right under
international law in dealing with neutral
vessels on the high seas was limited to
that of visit and search.

The German reply was unsatisfactory,
stating in effect that the German Govern-
ment would not be responsible for the
consequences to neutral ships if they
entered the waters announced by it as

closed. The sinking of unarmed vessels
soon ocecurred without any attempt being
made to save those on board. This
destruction of people innocent of any
connection with the war reached its
climax on the afternoon of May 7, 1915,
when the British liner Lusitania was
sunk, without warning, by a German
submarine off the coast of Ireland.
1,195 lives were lost, including 124
Americans and 94 children, of which
number 35 were infants.

The United States protested on May
13 and, in answer to the German Govern-
ment’s reply, reiterated its position on
June 9, 1915, stating that the United
States was contending for something
much greater than mere rights of property
or privileges of commerce—that it was
contending for the rights of humanity.

On July 8, 1915, Germany assured the
United States that American ships would
not be hindered in the prosecution of
legitimate shipping and that the lives of
American citizens on neutral vessels
would not be placed in jeopardy provided
there was no contraband on board. This
reply failed to meet the real issue and
Germany was informed that a repetition
by commanders of German naval vessels
of acts in contravention to the rights of
the American Government, where they
affected the lives of American citizens,
would be considered as deliberately
unfriendly to the United States.

On August 19, 1915, the British steamer
Arabic was sunk without warning and two
American lives were lost. Germany dis-
avowed this act but offered an indemnity.

The events up to this time had brought
a gradual change in the attitude of the
people of the United States toward the
war. The violation of Belgian neutrality
by Germany, in spite of her definite
written pledges to respect it, naturally
had an unfavorable reaction on the major-
ity of the people in America and left them
with the impression that the German

(9
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The Leviathan, Formerly the German Liner Vaterland,
Being Used as an American Transport

Government would stop at nothing to
gain its ends. This idea was strength-
ened by Germany’s submarine policy
pursued in utter disregard of the prop-
erty and lives of neutrals engaged in
peaceful pursuits. Other contributing
factors were the persistent reports of
alleged German atrocities, acts of German
sabotage in the United States, the first
use of poison gas in warfare, considered at
that time as an inhuman weapon, by the
German Army on April 22, 1915, and
patently false propaganda emanating
from the German Embassy at Washing-
ton. This propaganda became so ob-
noxious to the press of America that they
complained to the President with the
result that the member of the German
Embassy staff responsible for it was forced
to return to Germany.

During the early part of 1916 the de-
struction of unarmed ships continued and
on April 18 the President notified Ger-
many that unless she at once abandoned
her methods of submarine warfare against

commercial vessels, diplomatic relations
would be severed. Germany then prom-
ised that passenger ships would not be
sunk, that due warning would be given to
all other vessels which her submarines
might seek to destroy, when no resistance
was offered or escape attempted, and that
care would be taken that the crews were
given a reasonable chance to save them-
selves in their life boats.

This promise relieved the tension and
relations between the two countries be-
came more nearly normal during the next
nine months. The situation, however,
again grew critical when on January 31,
1917, Germany revoked her pledges to
the United States and announced that it
was her purpose to use submarines to
sink every vessel which sought to ap-
proach either the ports of Great Britain
and Ireland or the western coasts of
Europe or any of the ports controlled by
the enemies of Germany within the Medi-
terranean. President Wilson at once
broke off diplomatic relations. He did
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not, however, then recommend a declara-
tion of war, stating to Congress that he
could not take such an extreme step
unless the German Government should
actually carry out its threat of sinking
ships under the conditions to which the
United States expressly objected.

Events which drove the United States
into war now developed rapidly. On
February 26, 1917, the President re-
quested Congress to give him authority
to equip American merchant ships with
defensive arms should that become neces-
sary. Two days later the President gave
to the press the contents of a telegram
which had been intercepted by the British
Government late in January. This tele-
gram had been sent by the German
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, Arthur
Zimmermann, through the German Em-
bassy in Washington to the German
Minister in Mexico City. It proposed
that, in the event of war between the
United States and Germany, an alliance
be formed between Mexico and Germany

and that Mexico endeavor to persuade
Japan to desert the Allies and align her-
self with the Central Powers. Mexico
was to be allowed “to reconquer her lost
territory in Texas, New Mexico and
Arizona’. The effect of the publication
of this telegram upon the American people
was instantaneous and widespread. It
seemed to crystallize public opinion into
a strong feeling of hostility toward
Germany. The House of Representatives
promptly passed the bill to authorize the
arming of merchant ships and, although
due to a filibuster the measure failed to
pass the Senate before its adjournment on
March 4, it was clear that the overwhelm-
ing sentiment of Congress was in favor
of the passage of the bill.

After the sinking of American ships by
German submarines had actually oc-
curred, the President addressed a special
session of Congress on April 2, 1917,
saying that under Germany’s new policy
“Vessels of every kind, whatever their
flag, their character, their cargo, their

General Pershing Landing at Boulogne, June 13, 1917. © B
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German Zeppelin Forced Down at Bourbonne-les-Bains, October 1917

destination, their errand, have been
ruthlessly sent to the bottom without
warning and without thought of help
or mercy for those on board, the ves-
sels of friendly neutrals along with
those of belligerents. Even hospital
ships and ships carrying relief to the
sorely bereaved and stricken people
of Belgium . . . have been sunk with
the same reckless lack of compassion
and of principle.” He further stated
that he was not “thinking of the loss of
property, immense and serious as that is,
but only of the wanton and wholesale
destruction of the lives of non-combat-
ants, men, women, and children, engaged
in pursuits which have always, even in
the darkest periods of modern history,
been deemed innocent and legiti-
mate...” He then advised that war
be declared against the Imperial German
Government. Congress, with but few
dissenting votes, approved this recom-
mendation and war was declared against
Germany on April 6, 1917.

Diplomatie relations were severed with
Austria-Hungary two days later, but
war was not actually declared against her
until December 7, 1917.

The President took great care in his
speech to Congress on April 2, 1917, to
announce the aims and attitude of
America. He said: “We have no selfish
ends to serve. We desire no conquest,
no dominion. We seek no indemnities
for ourselves, no material compensation
for the sacrifice we shall freely make.
We are but one of the champions of the
rights of mankind . . . We enter this

war only where we are clearly forced
into it, because there are no other means
of defending our rights.”

Both the sincerity of his statement
and the correctness of his interpretation
of the national aims and ideals of the
United States were forcibly proved to
the world, when, at the peace table in
Versailles many months later, the Ameri-
can Government demanded neither one
dollar of indemnity nor one square mile
of territory from the defeated nations.

American Troops Parading in London,
August 15, 1917
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American Aviation Field at Issoudun

Storage Dam at Savenay Being Constructed by American Engineers

American Plant and Storage Yard at La Rochelle, Illuminated for Night Work



ORGANIZATION
OF THE AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
AND FORMATION OF ITS COMBAT ARMY

HE great task facing the United Navyand by building commercial ships to

States when she entered the war was replace losses. The Allies also urged that
to place on the front as quickly as possible an American unit be sent over at once for
an American army the effect on the
sufficiently strong ‘ morale of their
to give the com- armies and people.
bined Allied and Accordingly, the
American forces a 1st Division was
decisivesuperiority formed from exist-
over the Central ing organizations
Powers. It was and sent to France
evident that con- where most of its
siderable time elements landed
would elapse be- on June 26, 1917.
fore America could Major General
actually have more John J. Pershing !
than a nominal was designated
force in the battle Commander-in-
lines, as her very Chief of the Ameri-
small Regular can Expeditionary
Army, numbering Forces effective
less than 135,000 on May 26, 1917,
men, was scattered and served con-
in weak detach- tinuously in that
ments throughout capacity until the
her home territory Armistice was
and outlying pos- signed and the
sessions. There Army was demo-
were no complete bilized. Helanded
and permanent in France on June
units larger than 13, 1917, accom-
regiments, and panied by a small
even these units staff, and immedi-
were not suitably ately plunged into
equipped and or- the preliminary
ganized for major work of organizing
operations. the A. E. F.

The Allies asked, After a thorough
however, that study of the situa-
immediate help be tion, General
rendered by other Pershing cabled
means, and upon the War Depart-

their request the General John J. Pershing ment early in
United States American Commander-in-Chief July that every
loaned them huge effort should

sums of money, sent them great quantities be made to have an American army in
of food, and assisted against the sub- France of at least 1,000,000 men by the
marine menace both by the use of her 1 Appointed to the rank of General, October 8, 1917.
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StrategicaI.Features Influencing Selection of the
Lorraine Front for the American Army
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following May. He pointed out that this
figure did not represent the total number
required, and recommended that plans for
the further development of the military
forces of the United States should con-
template placing 3,000,000 American
soldiers in the field in Europe.

Decisions affecting the organization,
size and equipment of various units;
methods of training to be followed; the
priority in which troops and supplies of

various classes should be sent; and the
requirements of the army in special
equipment and personnel were cabled to
Washington. These cables formed the
basis of the War Department’s policies in
mobilizing the great National Army in
1917 and 1918, and enabled the authori-
ties in the United States to proceed with
their tasks in such a way as best to meet
the needs of the fighting forces in France.

One decision which had a marked
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