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BELLEAL WOOD CHATEAU-THIERRY
MARINE MOMUMENT MONUMENT

The Belleau Wood Marine
Monument is reached via a road
southward off highway D 9 into
Belleau Wood.
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The Chateau-Thierry Monument

Is reached from the intersection of
highways D 9 and D 1003, then 0.8 mile
up the Route du Monument to Hill 204.

American Battle Monuments Commission

This agency of the United States government operates
and maintains 25 American cemeteries and 26 memorials,
monuments and markers in 16 countries. The Commission
works to fulfill the vision of its first chairman, General of
the Armies John J. Pershing. Pershing, commander of the
American Expeditionary Forces during World War |, promised
that “time will not dim the glory of their deeds.”

American Battle Monuments Commission

2300 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 500

Arlington, VA 22201 USA

Aisne-Marne American Cemetery
02400 Belleau, France

TEL +33.(0)3.23.70.70.90

EMAIL aisne-marne@abmc.gov
GPs N49 04.767 E3 17.486

Oise-Aisne American Cemetery
02130 Seringes-et-Nesles, France
TEL +33.(0)3.32.82.21.81

EMAIL oise-aisne@abmc.gov
GPs N49 12134 E332.894

For more information on this site and other

ABMC commemorative sites, please visit:

www.abmc.gov
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Belleau Wood is maintained
by the American Battle
Monuments Commission as a
memorial to the World War |
American fighting men.

The U.S. Marine Corps erected
the Marine Monument. It
commemorates the actions
of the 4th Marine Brigade of
the U.S. Army’s 2d Division.
The 2d Division attacked
German positions beginning
onlJune 6,1918.

The 4th Marine Brigade
liberated Bouresches that
day. Its 5th and 6th Marine
Regiments fought in Belleau

The Marine Monument, created
by sculptor Felix de Weldon,

is a life-size bronze bas-relief
of a Marine attacking with rifle
and bayonet.

The Chateau-Thierry Monument
commemorates the sacrifices
and achievements of American
and French fighting men before
and during the Aisne-Marne and
Oise-Aisne offensives.

The monument, designed
by Paul Cret, stands on Hill
204. It provides an overview
of Chateau Thierry and the
Marne River Valley.

The sculpture of eagle and
shield on the east face of
the monument represents
the United States. Beneath
it,a map shows the ground
gained by U.S. Forces in the
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Wood through most of June 1918. Their gallant actions
resulted in the Battle of Belleau Wood ending on June 26.

region in the summer of 1918. _-_ ABM(

Two heroic-size figures on the
west side depict the unity of the
United States and France.

German advances in late May
led to the 3d Division joining
the fight. Its units assisted
French troops in preventing

On June 30,1918, the Commanding General, French 6th Army,
officially renamed Belleau Wood as “Wood of the Marine Brigade.”

The 2d Division sustained casualties of 8,100 officers and men

during the intense fighting in this vicinity during June 1918.

Vestiges of trenches, shell holes, and relics of the war to
include weapons found in the vicinity, may be seen near

the Marine Monument.

the Germans from crossing the Marne River.

The 3d Division held the south bank of the Marne until
the French American counteroffensive forced German
withdrawal. It earned the nickname “Rock of the Marne.”

{| Marines of 2d Battalion, | | : Machine gun crew
&l 5th Marine Regiment, | {! E‘E “ g. : of the 3d Division
with a German trench e - stands ready in a
mortar captured in railroad shop at
Belleau Wood. Chateau-Thierry.




